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SUGGESTIONS ON HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Each of the A-grade student answers included in this guide was written by a candidate during the
2016 EaL/D ATAR Course Examination. They are reproduced just as they were submitted, including the
students’ corrections, additions and crossings-out. Thus, you can see what students at this level are
capable of producing under examination conditions.

No answer is perfect — even those which received full marks — and there are many ways to use them
which can improve your own examination strategy, planning and confidence.

Use the tables in Appendix 1 to record your analyses of Section Two and Three scripts. Read the
responses to the same question, analyse how they are similar and how they differ, using the table to
record your ideas for discussion in small groups.

BUILDING YOUR VOCABULARY

Write down all the words which are unfamiliar to you (if you can't easily reuse them in a sentence then
they are unfamiliar and should be written down). Look these words up in a dictionary to check their
meaning and in a thesaurus to find equivalent words. Use the words you found and at least one other
equivalent from the thesaurus in sentences. Check these with your teacher for accuracy.

USING THE MARKING KEYS and GRADE-RELATED DESCRIPTORS

First, read all answers to a question and then rank them in the order you feel is best to least well-done.
Note down why you think this is so. Which answers do you think scored full marks?

The 2016 EaL/D ATAR Course Examination marking keys can be accessed via SCSA’'s Extranet (teacher
log-on required): http://wacel516.scsa.wa.edu.au/further-resources/past-atar-course-exams/
english-as-an-additional-languagedialect-past-atar-course-exams

Read the marking keys and decide which mark you would award to each of the sample answers.
Discuss your choices with your group members or teacher. Be prepared to justify your choices by
referring to examples from the texts.


http://wace1516.scsa.wa.edu.au/further-resources/past-atar-course-exams/english-as-an-additional-languagedialect-past-atar-course-exams
http://wace1516.scsa.wa.edu.au/further-resources/past-atar-course-exams/english-as-an-additional-languagedialect-past-atar-course-exams

Use the same procedure with the grade-related descriptors to grade your own practice responses or
those written by other students. Grade-related descriptors are available with the EAL/D ATAR Syllabus,
accessed via SCSA's WACE web pages: http://wacel516.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-
materials/english/english-as-an-additional-language-or-dialect

Compare work samples via links from the above URL. The ATAR samples are being uploaded
progressively during 2016-17. Separate sample scripts from grades and/or comments. Evaluate scripts
and try to match them to the correct grade/ comment.

PREPARING FOR THE EXAM

The EaL/D ATAR Course Examination exam tests the proficiency of learners of English as an Additional
Language or Dialect in terms of listening, reading and viewing, and writing. Other complex skills are
also tested, for example, the ability to analyse, integrate, manipulate, synthesise and logically sequence
information and ideas. In your answers to the examination questions, you must demonstrate that you
have acquired these skills. You are expected to show that you can use the English language with ease
and a degree of originality.

Language skills are not like information that can be learnt by last minute ‘swotting’ the night before
the exam; they require constant and regular practice if you wish to develop them to an appropriate
standard. You are advised to set aside time to practice them regularly.

DEALING WITH THE EXAMINATION

Before the examination

* You should have some general knowledge about current global issues; knowledge of Australian
culture, politics and social issues; and specific knowledge of themes, characters and plots
presented in texts you have studied during the year.

° Make sure you are familiar with the format of the examination paper but be prepared for variations
in instructions or layout of specific questions.

e Practise your time management and make sure you know the suggested working time for each
section.

In the examination

e Read each question carefully and right to the end! Make sure you fully understand what you are
required to do, and also that you follow the instructions that are given with the question.

e Highlight or underline the keywords in the question. Refer back to them while you are planning
and writing your response, to make sure you have addressed all parts of the question.


http://wace1516.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/english/english-as-an-additional-language-or-dialect
http://wace1516.scsa.wa.edu.au/syllabus-and-support-materials/english/english-as-an-additional-language-or-dialect

e Use the order of key words supplied by the questions, particularly for the Extended Writing, to
help you structure your response. In other words, answer each part of the question in the same
order that is given in the wording of the question.

e The key words of questions, and variations of them, should be used in your response to signal
that you are dealing with what the question wants.

e |egible handwriting is of utmost importance in all sections of the paper. If your examiner cannot
decipher your handwriting, what you have to say may not be understood, and this may affect
your marks. There is no need to double-space handwritten answers, but leaving a line between
paragraphs gives a clear layout that is easy to follow.



GUIDELINES and ACTIVITIES

It is important that students are familiar with current affairs and a range of issues in contemporary
Australian society. In addition to reading fiction and viewing films, choose a range of non-fiction text
types such as: letters to the editor, feature articles, online opinion pieces, essays, documentaries,
current affairs television shows including panel discussions, and podcasts. When reading, listening or
viewing, practice note-taking of main ideas. Use your notes to write summaries and write reflectively,
expressing your own opinion on the issue.

Purpose of this section

The purpose of a reading and viewing task is to show that you have understood the texts that you
have read and viewed. You must show that you have understood all texts, can identify the main points,
and that you can infer meaning in and between texts.

It is important to note that you are NOT being marked on grammar and spelling in this type of task;
however, if grammar and spelling errors prevent the marker from understanding your message, you
will lose marks.

The first step: Previewing the texts (before answering the extended response/synthesis questions)

As you read the texts for the first time, highlight what you think are the key words and phrases. If
it is an expository text, highlight the thesis and the topic sentences, as these will direct you to the
purpose and meaning of the whole text. You could also annotate the text, making short notes about
key sections. If there are any words or phrases you don't understand, use your previewing skills to help
you figure out their meanings before you use your dictionary.

Student responses can be improved by exemplary planning. You could use a Y chart or one of the
organisers below to plan your writing.

TOPIC

(4 main points regarding treatment)

EVIDENCE ANALYSIS

N

w

N




In the example below, the student listed the main points of each text, then used three different coloured
highlighters to indicate the common themes, ie. which information can be compared and contrasted
in the same paragraph.

Text 3 Text 4 Text 5
Main point Main point Main point
Main point Main point Main point
Main point Main point

Classroom/ studygroup Activity

Students can practise in class using the following process chart:

Text One: Main ideas

AB,C

Text Two: Main ideas

B.C.D

Text Three: Main ideas

B.CE

Common main ideas:

B.C

They can then use these main ideas to write up a textual analysis or a thematic analysis (shown below).
The class can be guided in joint construction (e.g. on an interactive whiteboard) before students
undertake their own synthesis.

Repeat for third
and fourth

Explain second common theme common themes
as needed.

Examples from texts three, four and five

Own opinion on second common theme

Any other part of the question




Itis useful for students to analyse sample responses such as those included here and work backwards,
identifying main points and mapping from which texts the supporting evidence is drawn. Also
compare the different responses, noting your analysis on the table in Appendix 1a.

Students should practice the language of synthesis:

e Text3isalan _____ (graph) titled

e Text one and Text two both present:
e arguments concerning...
e a case for/against... ideas about... opinions on...
e portray the experience of...
* Text one presents the idea that... . Conversely, Text two presents the idea that...
e Text two supports the idea that... by stating that.... /by describing... /by presenting...
e Likewise... /similarly... /in contrast...
e With reference to Text 3, it is evident that...
e Asstated in Text 3, ...
e Examples given include...
e Forinstance/ for example/ such as
e The text provided valuable insights into ...
e |tis also mentioned in the text that...

e He expresses the idea that .../ She focuses on... /Collins elaborates on... (NB: the convention
is to refer to authors by surname only) / The text emphasises ...

Students will also benefit from opportunities to use the language of graphs and tables (see useful
references below) and practice analysis of other images, especially cartoons:
http://www.ieltsonly.co.uk/vocabulary/ielts-writing-saying-what-a-graph-shows/
https://sandymillin.wordpress.com/2011/05/01/describing-graphs/
http://www.admc.hct.ac.ae/hdl/english/graphs/



SECTION TWO: 2016 WACE EXAM SHORT ANSWERS (10 marks)

General Comments

Answers here need to be brief and relevant; including too many extra details may cost you marks if it
seems you are unsure of the specific answer. Troublesome questions included Questions 16 and 19.

Question 16 required an explanation of irony in the context of Text 3, which was quite sophisticated.
Some students also struggled to paraphrase the question keywords, which was necessary to
demonstrate comprehension not just copying.

Many candidates struggled with how to answer Question 19 (below). The correct answer (below)
gives one opinion from Kevin and one from his wife, and the it also identifies that they have different
viewpoints. However, many responses tried to compare husband and wife on each line and ran out of
ideas for the third line or point, which can seem a bit like stating the obvious.

List three reasons why this issue is causing arguments between Kevin and his wife.

Answer:

NB the answer must contain a sense of argument and detail each contrasting point of view.

One: Kevin is disappointed in Optus for advertising in other languages/ he had to learn English so
others should too/ he thinks everyone should learn English, 1 mark

Two: She says that the community should be encouraged to speak in their home languages/ be
multilingual/ she thinks we are a democracy and everyone should be respected, 1 mark

Three: She doesn't agree with his point of view/they disagree/she is disappointed with his opinion,
1mark

Total 3 marks

What two facts does this graph tell you about the English language proficiency of immigrants
arriving in Australia in 20157?

Question 20 asked students to interpret a pie chart about the English language proficiency of
immigrants arriving in Australia in 2015. As there are three distinct aspects to the pie chart, and one
overall statement to be made, it was fairly easy for candidates to indicate two facts. Some candidates
had difficulty with the numeracy requirements of reading the chart and hazarded wild guesses as to
the percentages displayed. This is satisfactory as long as the guesses are in the ball park but some were
not accurate (e.g. “three quarters of immigrants have high proficiency in English” or “one quarter have
limited/ no English”). Far more effective was just to state “few”, “most” or “the majority” to sidestep the
numeracy aspect. You should practice both ways. Another error was just to say “many immigrants,”
which is not specific enough.



SECTION TWO: SYNTHESIS

Texts 3, 4 and 5 provide facts or opinions from Australian authorities and community regarding the
English language proficiency of immigrants in Australia.

Synthesise three main facts and opinions presented in Texts 3, 4 and 5 by comparing and
contrasting their points of view about the proficiency of English in Australia. You should also
include your opinion on this issue, using relevant examples.

You are required to write in your own words.

Suggested length: 250-350 words.

Answer:
Main facts or opinions:

e |n Australia, immigrants should (learn to) speak English. (Text 3, Text 4, Text 5)

e Because Australia is a multicultural country, the home languages of immigrants should be
acknowledged and maintained. (Text 3, Text 4)

e Most immigrants speak English well. (Text 5)
e Australia has no official language. (Text 3, Text 4)

e The issue of inclusivity is divisive. (Text 3, Text 4)

General Comments

Last year, the EaL/D ATAR Course Examination asked for four out of four main points, which was more
challenging. This year, the number of main points required in this section of the EaL/D ATAR Course
Examination paper was reduced to three and it was also generally easier to identify three out of the
five possible main points, as points C, D and E were quite straightforward (see marking key excerpt,
above).

Some candidates struggled with the phrase ‘facts or opinions’ from the question. Better responses just
mentioned whether each example was a fact or opinion, without getting too focused on that aspect.

Some responses were far too long, possibly wasting time candidates could have used for Section
Three. (Note the suggested word count and practice writing this amount beforehand, so you will
know how much to write, rather than counting words in the examination.)



An opinion was requested but some responses were too general. The question states “using relevant
examples.” The better answers elaborated on specific and original ideas regarding the English language
proficiency of immigrants in Australia. In many cases this is a topic close to candidates’ own experience
and they could draw upon lived or read/ viewed experiences and anecdotes. Again, it is vital to not
repeat the same opinions in each paragraph, even re-worded. A small change has occurred in the
marking rubric for this question; under Criterion 3, for 1/3 marks, it now specifies “States a view which
is not always relevant OR lacks support” (hot AND).

Some candidates wasted time writing long discursive introductions with opinions and irrelevancies
and/ or essay-style concluding paragraphs. One or two sentences are sufficient as an introduction,
outlining the general topic being discussed in the question and issues identified. Although a formal
essay style is not required, it is important to write a series of paragraphs, each addressing a separate
idea or text.

The main ideas must be stated explicitly. Unfortunately, a number of responses seemed to take some
of the main points for granted and engaged in long discussions about their respective merits without
actually identifying them. This was most evident regarding main point E but by no means restricted to
it.

Many candidates lost marks because they gave very general evaluations of the different perspectives
on the issue. Even some A-grade responses were weakened by a lack of explicit textual reference (e.g.
"As stated in Text 4”). Specific examples, such as Kevin's point of view in Text 4, are required. Similarly,
brief quotations can add depth, but make sure all evidence is accompanied by an explanation of its
relevance to the specific point.

Good answers also paraphrased the original texts — they did not simply copy phrases and sentences,
a practice which indicates possible comprehension to the marker.

Reference had to be made to the varying opinions and facts about the proficiency of English in Australia
in all three texts. Some candidates tried too hard to pin each text down to one perspective when Texts
3 and 4 contain multiple opinions.

On the other hand, many candidates summarised each text but struggled to blend their analysis into a
synthesis by drawing parallels and highlighting conflicts between the three texts. Using the charts for
process and thematic analysis (above) may assist with this. However, the last student sample included
for this question is an example of an excellent textual analysis which manages to synthesise perfectly
as well. It has been included to demonstrate that there are alternative ways to address the synthesis
qguestion, although the method is not generally conducive to highest results.

All responses selected for this question received top marks. Of course, English language use is not
being assessed in this question so poor syntax, spelling or grammar have no bearing on marks.



Q 21 FIRST STUDENT SAMPLE

Question 21

— Text 4 —Kevin's wife -> respect of their culture

Dan — doesn’t have official language

(1) Positive

(other languages
are encouraged) Consider allow (Text 3)

Kevin (Text U)

Text Y
@ Negative / \OuTroges Australian (Text 3)

(Other languages
not encouraged)

Text - more immigrants speak English than

(3) The reasons behind USSR sy

the arguments Opinion: ronic because

Text 3
More than 200 languages before English

-ink/synthesis
-Opinion
-Examples
-Paraphrase

All three texts consider different points of view about the proficiency of English in Australia The
approval of alowing language other than English fo be spoken publicly is clearly demonstrafes in
fext 3 and Y Firstly, in fext 3, Dan, a telecommunications worker, has show his opinions thaf why
Australia should alow people To speak xxxxx whatever they want Dan states that “Australia wit
has a history of welcoming people of all nations” and this has shown that Australia is a multicultural
communify. It is only multiculfural when it is multiingual and this idea is further developed in text 4 In
the lefter to The editor of a newspaper, kevin sk ilustrafes that his wife is going for this idea as she
believes that people should be able fo speak freely in their language Moreover, she also suggests
that since Australia is a democracy, the people should feel respected in the new community. Thus,



alowing people To freely speak their language is an act of welcoming them fo Australia and an act
of respect. In my opinion, | agree with this side of the arguments. This is because that language is
nof simply what you speak, it represents a whole culture which include the rich hisfory and unique
culture. For instance, a-stppert-to-mrpeirtis—the the Hawaian language has the word “aina” which
means house but more specifically a home, a place where family belongs and a place et of supports.
On the other hand, the word ‘house” in English is a prepet property Due to this ilustration, we can
tell that there is no equivalent words for “aina” in English. What’s more, it shows that the Hawaiian
people acknowledge the value of family and that is the part of their culture

In confrast, there are stil many angry people who disagree which the idea of allowing ether
languages ofher than English fo be spoken in public and this is conveyed through text 3 and 4 Text
3 describes the scene when Optus rolled out advertisements in 2015 saying there are staff that
speak ofher languages. Many oufrages customers kas threafened the staff and therefore they had
fo take down the advertisements in Sydney This idea is further developed in fext . The writer of
the fext, evin, shows his disapproval ¥6-Bptts fowards Optus” products when they are publicise
in languages ofher than English He argues that people who come fo Australia should lear learn the
language and #he Australian language is English. Moreover, he also makes a point by feling a story of
how he came when he was 19 years old and he had fo learn how fo “fit in" He thinks that it is only
fair that other immigrants has to do the same thing Personally, | disagree with this points of view
as | believe that Australia is a multiculfural country therefore people are should be allow to use their
language. Moreover, what can be so wrong in using ofher languages. When | wets go went around
Perth a weeh ago, | saw many restaurant signs wets diffe in different languages and | thought to
muyself, “This is beautiful” Fhe All the different signs brings different culture o Australia and what
Australia ts wants o represent herself fo the world It is the beauty of multiculfuralism

Lastly, mulficulturalism issue and the reason why people assume that English is the official
language in Australia are demonstrafed in fext 3 and 5 In fext 3, Dan makes a point saying that
"Australia is-ret-a doesn’t actualy have an official language, it did have 200 native languages before
English” That “200 native languages before English” are languages that are spoken by the Indigenous
people. | think This is ironic as The Indigenous people are the first people that came fo Australia
and Their languages are not acknowledge Opposely, the Europeans seftlers are the immigrants eng
when they arrived to Australia and their language is “‘official” What’s more, the pie chart in text 5
llustrates that more than half of immigranfs came fo Australia have high proficiency ef in English
This oufnumbered the immigrants that have limifed fo no proficiency in English and suggests the
reason why English has became so popular in Australia | believe that if Australia wants fo be known
as the world ‘multiculturalism melfing-pot” then why are we not alowing these different cultures
fo be exposed If we banned ofher languages and only allow English; then we better call ourselves
monocultural Moreover, | also Think i is imporfant fo acknowledgee the Indigeneous languages and
alow it in our curriculum as it will help the Indigenous people fo fit in the sociefy After al, there
are many benefits when it come fo speak speaking and learning in your mother tongue and | think
it is necessary to ea erase the “white dominance” idea in all our minds. That is the only way we can
achieve a fuly mulficultural community



COMMENTS

Commendations:
e Solid plan.

e Detailed and passionate opinions given for each main point, with very relevant and evocative
examples.

e Main point 3 links well back to main point 2, by rebutting Kevin's claim regarding Australia’s
official language.

Room for improvement:
e The first sentence could be separated off as the introductory paragraph.
°* Much more use of Text 5 desirable as it is only mentioned in main point 3.

® The response also lacks interpretation of Text 5 data as to “why English has become so popular
in Australia”.



Q 21 SECOND STUDENT SAMPLE

Australia’s claim about being a melfing pot of diversity and multiculturalism is challenged in Texts 3, 4
and 5 as the underlyng aspect of immigrants” English proficiency is put o fest against the positive
wiews and negative views of Australians regarding the need for high English aptitude in Australia,
across The community and the authorities

Australia’s monolinguistic mindset is inextricably linked o the preesree colonisation of the nation by
the Anglo-Saxons. As a result, English became the predominant language in society As menfioned in
Text 3, some Australians such as Virgl Tracey and Kafie Chich believe that the use of any languages
other than English is not irpermissible. Similarly, in Text 4, Kevin Nguyen’s Take on this issue is that
immigrants have fo learn English and abide fo the customs of Australia FRereever Contrastingly, Text
5 ilustrates the fact that re about 607 of the immigrant population ked-a in 2015 had a high level
of English proficiency Therefore, the three texts suggest that immigrants should make the effort o
learn, speak and understand English when in fact, more than half' of immigrants in Australia are highly
proficient in English. From my perspective, being a migrant myself, | sfrongly believe that we should
make an effort To esrfermte learn English However, it is also crucial in my opinion, that one’s home
language is respected if Australia claims to be a frue st culfural community

On the ofher end of the spectrum, Australiais also a welcoming nafion; with a rich tapestry of diversity
As displayed in Text 3, Dan belongs fo the proportion of Australians who are for mulfiingualism and
against the infolerance fowards the use of a language other than English by immigrants in Australia
Similarly and ettt quite ironically, Kevin Nguyen’s wife in Text 4, is a strong proponent for encouraging
and accepting immigranfs who speak ofher languages. Another positive aspect ishat of the level of
English proficiency of immigrants in Australia, can be derived from Text & From the chart, only about
107 of the 2015 immigrant populafion had a limited to no English language apfitude Therefore, it can
be inferred that #hretgh the acceptance of those immigrants” language does not adversely impact
their English language proficiency, as projected throughout the Three texts From my point of view, |
have felf welcomed and mtt The use of my native language has not been a nuisance to the Australian
community, nor has it been defrimental fo my learning of the English language

Lastly, the role of the Australian authorities in regards fo promoting languages other than English is
pivofal in This contemporary society As stated in Texts 3, Optus was forced fo Take down a sign which
was advertised in Arabic. Similarly in Text 4 4, Optus” publicify of their products in Arabic is being
criticised by members of the public, being deemed as a disappointment. However, inferring from Text
5, since a much larger proportion of immigrants had a high o functional proficiency in English than not,
it can be implicitly understood that #he the Australian authorifies and the government are not to be
criticised as the level of English apfifude is not a concern The three fexts dig to the core of the issue
as they show that it is not only the role of the public, but more so that of the Australian authorities
to encourage he mulfiingualism. trfa In my opinion, it is up to those in power to lead and be role models
for the public to follow.



In conclusion, both positive and negative views emanafe from the sensifive subject of the English
language proficiency of immigrants xxxxx, both on the part of the Ausfralian community and
the Australian government and authorities In my opinion, it is the responsibiity of each one of
us fo eradicate the bigotry present within our community but yet fo find that balance befween
conforming the Australian values and accepting the values of immigrants. For it will be that elusive
balance that wil engender a synergy tfo instigate progress and innovafion within the Australian
communify in the years to come.

COMMENTS

Commendations:

e Excellentall-encompassing introduction and conclusion. Such long introductory and concluding
paragraphs are unnecessary but this is truly an example of how it can work very well.

* The first and second main points demonstrate exemplary synthesis, giving context, comparing
and contrasting evidence, then analysing it and offering own opinion (“Similarly, in Text 4;
Contrastingly Text 5 illustrates”; “Therefore”).

Room for improvement:

e The third main pointis not as closely tied to the texts where it brings in “the Australian authorities”.
Perhaps the opinion could have been expanded to more explicitly detail its links to this issue.



Q 21 THIRD STUDENT SAMPLE

Plan
English should be speten used in Austalia
— fext 3 — Arficle Supports
— fext 4 — Oppose
— fext 5 — Support

Migrants should be accomodated
— 13 — Opposes opposer
— T4 — Opposes
— 15 — Supports

Services should be in english
—> Bppose Support
— 6 Oppose
—> Support



Texts 3, 4 and b provide facts and opinions frrom various parties such as the authorities ar

and the community Hhes-providebethreommor-and-constcortrastirgviewsregardng the

use of english in Australia, the accomodation of migrants and providing services in English

English is largely accepted as Austalia’s* primary language and some believe that it should
be enforced However text 3 clearly states that & there is no of ficial language in Australia,
with the confext of the article firmly opposing monalingual support. Text 4 on the other
hand stafes “We are Australian and we speak English’, clearly set on eEnglish as the
‘official” language. Text 5, being a pie graph, has no opinion. but provides the fact that
wel over three quarfers of migrants are proficient in English, which supports the belief
that eEnglish should be used in Australia However being a migrant myself, | had dif ficulties
adjusting to life in Australia | was fortunate enough o have the opportunity fo improve my
proficiency but others are not so lucky, hence my st support for a multiingual Australia
Another paint of confention between the texts is whether Figrant migrants skett should be
accomodated or not in regards to their language preference In text 3 one of the opposition
wrotfe “Australians do not care about your refigh religion or background” but was quickly
proven wrong by both historical and confemporary evidence provided by the article Text
Y s firmly opposes, as the writer proposes that Australia simply leaves the migrants to
thelr own devices as he and his family, e-gretie-of also migrants fo Australia, were able o
make ends meet Text 5 shows that ever-approxima approximafely one eighth of migrants
are limited or worse in their english proficiency As a whole eight of a fairly large group
cannot simply be left out in The cold to hope for the best, # it supports the accomodation
of migrants | too believe that migrants should be acomodated as they do make a significant
proporfion of the Ausfralian populafion, and hence it would be tiw unwise fo ar needessly
anfagonise them

The third point of conflict betwen between the texts is in regards fo services services
and their provision in ofher languages. Text 3 is in sp support of this as Hi “Australia has a
history ef-welorm welcoming people of all nafions. regardless of the language they speak’,
as stafed in the article Text Y4 is opposed fo this as the writer believes that citizens of
Australia should eee access the services in English Text 5's eighth af the migrants in
2015 are unlkely To use services tr to any great significant extent, and wil likely xxxxx
franslators, ses hence supporting the provision of multiingual services. Once again, | am in
support of this, as services are and infegral part of the society and economy of Australia
If one eighth of our populafion can’t access these services en the standard of living and
economic conditions in Australia, are likely to deteriorafe



COMMENTS

Commendations:
e Good simple plan using colour coding highlights (not visible in transcription).
e Defines text types and fact or opinion, summarizing views well in introduction.
* Brief clear introduction (1 sentence).
e Gives opinion in each paragraph.
e Highlights points of conflict within and between texts.

Room for improvement:

e The second paragraph could have included more supportive evidence (maybe a brief quotation
from Text 3 to show how it was “proven wrong”).

® Opinions lack some depth and relevant examples.

e Choice of main points could have been better delineated (e.g. main points 2 and 3 are quite
similar).



Q 21 FOURTH STUDENT SAMPLE

Whie Australia is said fo be a very accepting, tolerant, multicultural country, one must not be biased
and see only one side, as people of Ausfralia have very constrasting ideas about the proficiency of
English in Australia, especially regarding immigrants’s one. This thus affecting social cohesion between
communities all around in Australia, as revealed in text 3, through the adverfising of Optus in the Arabic
language xcee¢ that brought fension, just like in fext 4, commenting on this event negatively as well,
however text b confradicts their points of view through a pie graph analysis of English proficiency of
immigrants arriving in Australia

Throughout fext 3, we obtain very confradicting opinions about various individuals, about proficiency
of English in Australia Text 3’s reason for this social fension was that an advertisement from Optus
was made in the Arabic language, as some individuals ke Virgl Tracey labelled this as an atrocity as
‘people who live here are required o read, speak and understand English” Mr Tracey, clearly stating
that this needs fo be implemented in order to keep up Australia’s English proficiency and keep it as
its primary and only openly spoken or wriften language. However this opinion was contradicted by Dan,
who stafed that Australia does not have an “official language but it did have 200 languages before
English” declaring that English was nof Australia’s primary language and therefore we should accept
ofher languages and welcome them, such as the Arabic one from the advertisement that clearly was
aiding the Arabic community with sfill lacks English language proficiency This opinion was supporfed by
Reuben Cheok who stafed that we are all migrants, excluding the Aboriginal populafion, and that one
should show “the compassion this fair country has had He is demonstrating with Dan, that we all had
a low English proficiency, and that so we should help them and include them in whafever way we can

During text 4 Mr Ngyyen stafes that he is against the issue in text 3, declaring that “we are Australian
and language is English”, Therefore each individual should learn it, as he, himself arriving 19 years ago
had to learn The language and was never helped using his maternal fongue fo access Australia services,
and so he learnt fo “fit in” and so that all should do this oo His wife contradicts his views and states
that we are a multicultural, democrafic counfry and that immigrants should be encouraged to speak
their maternal language and sfil feel respected Therefore both opinions colliding about the language
proficiency of English in Australia by immigrants, as one believes they should work hard for it and
have a high level, as This is Australia not their past homelands, while on the other hand it encourages
mulficulturalism and acceptance, regardess of their English proficiency

To continue, text 5 demonstrates using a pie graph the language proficiency of immigrants arriving
in Australia in 2015 It demonstrates thaf nearly all coming immigrants had a high or functional English
language proficieny, and that only a very small minority had a limited/no language proficiency contradicting
past sfereofypes of immigrants’s lack of adequate English. This ilustrates the fact the most have a
appropriafe level of English proficiency and that in fext 3, The advertisement was clearly infended for
minorities to help them access the same benefifs as adequate English speakers



These fexts all have very different facts and opinion about the English language proficiency of
immigrants. While it may be seen as racist fo demand that all adverfisement must be in English
in Australia, | believe this is not racist yet simply logical, as we live in an English language country,
and one should adapt to its environment and therefore language | experienced this diemma foo
as | arrived in this counfry, from my home counfry France, and | am glad advertisements were
in English as | was then pushed fo improve my extremely mifed & English language proficiency
fo eventualy “fit in” fo this Australian community Therefore all immigrants’s English language
proficiency is different, and so each should be helped to excel in English and not pushed down,
while stil keeping their mothertongue and therefore their culture

COMMENTS

Commendations:

e This is a very different sample as the student has successfully used a textual analysis structure to
synthesise the facts and opinions presented across all three texts.

e Good self-editing for clarity/ logic (e.g. topic sentence of first main point).
e |dentifies main points of view in each text.
Room for improvement:

e The identification of the overall issue being discussed could have been a bit clearer in the
introduction.

e This student has successfully included their opinion at the end of their synthesis, but perhaps
more nuanced responses would be produced if their opinion was given in response to each main
point as well.

* Generally, a thematic analysis provides a more sophisticated analytical structure.



GUIDELINES

In this section of the paper you have the opportunity to demonstrate the range of writing skills you have
developed during the EAL/D ATAR Course. The extended writing response is very challenging because
it requires you to be in control of a number of different skills and processes. These are complex skills
that require a lot of practice. Do not think you can learn to write well in English in a few weeks before
the exam. The best practice is to work hard in the EAL/D Course throughout the year. Ask your teacher
about your areas of weakness and work on them, patiently and diligently. Go through old EaL/D ATAR
Course Examination papers to get a sense of the kinds of topics that have been asked in this section
over the years. Practice answering some questions from this section within a strict time limit of 55
minutes, and ask your EAL/D teacher to comment on the strengths and weaknesses of your answers.

Do not attempt to reproduce pre-learnt responses. The EaL/D ATAR Course Examination is not a test
of your knowledge of specific information relating to a particular topic, but rather a test of your ability
to use the English language in an appropriate way to respond to the task.

How to prepare for this section of the paper

The main skills you need to practise are:

e developing a line of argument or thought that addresses the key requirements of a given topic;

e writing foravariety of purposes and audience, choosing the structure, language and organisational
features according to the intended audience and purpose. The format and language of a letter
for example, are very different to those of a report;

e presenting ideas in a logical order and developing a well-structures response to the question;
e stringingideastogether coherently through effective topic sentences and appropriate conclusion;

e using well developed sentence structures, paying attention to consistency of tense, voice,
subject/verb agreement, correct spelling and punctuation;

e using varied sentence structures, including a range of embedded clauses and different sentence
openings;



e extending your range of vocabulary to allow appropriate and precise expression of ideas; and
® producing text within a time limit.
Before Writing

1. Choose a topic that you know something about, so you can develop ideas using evidence
and examples. A marking discriminator will be your ability to develop a clear line of thought or
argument and your capacity to support your ideas with relevant detail.

2. The question will generally indicate the genre required for the response. Make sure that you are
familiar with the appropriate generic and linguistic features of different writing genres and make
a conscious effort to demonstrate these explicitly in your answer.

3. Read the question very carefully to understand all its requirements. A question may have several
parts and you are expected to respond to all the separate components. Underline or highlight
the key content words. Look carefully at the instructions, identify the genre required and note
words like ‘explain’, ‘discuss’ and ‘compare.’

4. Plan your response by developing an organisational framework to match the wording of the
question. In the 55 minutes allowed for this question, it would be appropriate to spend 5 — 8
minutes of this time planning. A short written plan, while not attracting formal allocation of
marks, enables a more tightly constructed response.

During Writing

1. Think carefully about how to begin writing and how to establish your point of view. If you are
writing an essay make sure you have stated your thesis clearly in the introduction.

2. Aim for a good balance between argument, developing ideas and providing supporting evidence.

3. Useyourplan as a basis to set out your discussion/argument into a logical sequence of paragraphs
that flow together. Remember that coherence in English is developed thought making explicit the
connections between ideas in sentences and paragraphs by using a variety of cohesive devices.

4. Aim for clear communication of ideas. Think about varying sentence openings and length. Use
vocabulary, sentence style and tense appropriate for the genre and task.

After Writing

ALWAYS allow five minutes at the end to edit your work. Check such things as appropriate use and
consistency of tense, subject/verb agreement, plurals, articles, spelling and punctuation.



ACTIVITIES
QUESTION INTERPRETATION
Use the questions provided to deepen your understanding of how to read a question.

Without reading the comments, read each question, highlighting the key parts. Use this to construct a
brief plan or outline of the major points your answer would include.

Then, read the comments provided and see whether your interpretation of the question was correct.
Discuss this with your teacher. Check your outline and see if you have managed to cover all the
required elements of the question.

PRACTICE WRITING

Without looking at the sample answers, write your answer to one of the questions.

Then read the samples, comparing them with your own. Use the table in Appendix 1b to record your
analysis. Then read the COMMENTS provided in this booklet.

EDITING
Even the best answers can contain some errors.
Part 1. Reread the sample answers and mark any errors you find in
e Spelling
e Punctuation
e Grammatical expression
e Choice of words
Compare your corrections with those of others in your group.
Part 2. Examine the self-corrections by the candidate.
Identify the reason for each change: which of the categories in Part 1 does it fit into?
Do you agree that each correction needed to be made?
Part 3. Pair up and mark another student’s attempt to answer the question from within your class.

When you have finished correcting each other’s work, discuss the comments you have made with
your partner.



EXAM SECTION THREE: EXTENDED WRITING (25 marks)

General Comments

Interestingly, the 2016 Extended Writing questions did not include a text-based personal response
essay, unlike other recent years. From the essays (Questions 23 and 26), though, it was apparent that
some students were unable to let go of that text type which they had practised in class. This meant the
inappropriate use of the first person and inclusion of personal anecdotes in a formal essay.

Another significant point of confusion in this year's questions was the use of “or” in two questions,
Question 23 and Question 24. Most candidates were unable to identify this as signaling an either/or
choice, wrongly assuming they needed to evaluate both options. This meant that most candidates
who picked these questions lost many of the possible marks for Criterion 1, as they failed to “address
the key terms of the task”. Question 22 also had an “or” but candidates were generally able to interpret
this yes/ no-type question.

Some answers were largely rote-learnt and didn't address all aspects of the question or did so very
superficially. This was most common for Question 26, where students tried to use rehearsed Language
and Empowerment essays. If you merely memorise and write down a response on a prepared topic,
you will be significantly penalised. Markers look for your ability to respond to an unseen question,
clearly addressing all parts. Criteria 1 and 2 specifically examine this skill. Taking time to analyse the
question and write a brief plan can be invaluable.

Other candidates lost significant marks in Criterion 2 because they failed to give the required text
type sufficient consideration. Candidates’ use of text types seemed better than last year, however,
not enough use of persuasive language techniques was evident in the letter (Question 22) or speech
(Question 24). In Criteria 2 and 4, markers look for a specific sense of audience and purpose, and writing
with the correct style and register. In addition, whole text cohesion and good paragraph structure is a
requirement of all text types. This was frequently lacking.

A disturbing number of candidates failed to cite the title and author/ director of each text to which
they referred or did so incorrectly.

There were, nevertheless, many excellent Extended Writing scripts and some of these follow.



Australians are known as charitable people.

Write a letter to the editor of your local newspaper in which you discuss whether people should
help the disadvantaged. In your letter, explain why you believe that they should or should not be
helped.

Deconstructing the question

This question is in two parts. The first part is a factual statement of information about the topic. This
statement functions to give some background to the question below, offering the candidate some
cultural context to explore in their letter.

The second part specifies that the candidate take a stance either for or against the provision of charity.
It makes this very clear, restating the instruction in other words in the final sentence.

The second part also indicates that you must write a letter, and therefore demonstrate knowledge
of appropriate conventions, such as a salutation and date. An address is not essential, although it is
standard to include at least the author’s full name (preferably invented) and suburb.

Your style and tone must also show an awareness of audience (a newspaper in general circulation
means a broad public audience; a local newspaper indicates a less formal, more community-minded
focus) and purpose (letters to the editor generally identify concerns and make recommendations).

Such letters need to be fairly concise, unlike an essay, but not overly short, unlike some actual letters
to the editor. The letter must be long enough to demonstrate a breadth of language use and develop
a detailed discussion of whether people should or should not help the disadvantaged, with relevant
supporting examples, thus meeting exam requirements.

General Comments

This was equally popular with local and overseas candidates and both strong and weak candidates
alike, while not being especially popular overall.

Most candidates ignored the opening statement, which would have added depth to their discussion
and could have allowed them to draw on their understanding of Australia as a cultural community.



Common errors

Unfortunately, quite a few candidates failed to look up keywords in a dictionary when they clearly
needed to, resulting in letters about "why we should help the disabled”. Either this or weaker candidates
failed to flesh out three diverse main points about disadvantage to discuss in their letters, which would
have been ideal, and dwelled instead on multiple aspects of disability.

Pooruse of genre: someresponses were essays witha ‘Dear Sir'in front. Afew completely misunderstood
the purpose and audience, taking it to be a formal letter to an individual editor, to whom they made
suggestions. This error was most evident in the introduction or conclusion, particularly in the last line
which unavoidably reduced marks.

Some responses were far too superficial, clichéd and lacked evidence for the point of view. Typically,
these responses drew largely upon the information on homeless people or poverty in developing
nations from Texts 1 and 2 in the Listening section of this examination. Perhaps this question was
appealing to weaker candidates because it did not explicitly require prior knowledge or relate to texts
or the course. Planning was rare for this question.



Q22 FIRST STUDENT SAMPLE

Plannin
Recen%lq read arficle three . sfafes that helping disadvanfaged are a waste of fime and money

My Opinion: people should help the disadvantaged because .

htirar Disadvantaged . not only those who are physically disadvantaged -> some includes ppl who have
loss their parents (orphans), poor, homeless, natural disaster not by choice —> by nafure.
Disadvantaged deserveds to be helped

(D) part of Australion culture — XXXXX/identiy of Aus —> help in times of need — eg Queensland
flood, help each other, many homeless — esp during nafural disaster.

(2) deserve basic human rights — wheelchair bound/blind parking lots/walkway (grained) for blind —>
gov. infrastructure — support these people

(3) right to be educated — special programs for those who are autistic born with ADHD, dyslexia,
brain damage, down syndrome, deserve an education — basic rights — special education programs,
make them feel special —> future ahead

(W) help the homeless — suffer from domestic violence/drug abuse —> health wise —> raise funds
all humans — no one better than the ofher, yet those of higher authority believe they deserve more.

ANSWER —



The Edifor,

The West Australian,
PO 6156

Osborne Park WA

2nd November 2016
Dear Editor,

| recently read the article “Why Help the Disadvantaged” published 2 weeks ago and | disagree with
ifs content as it sfafes that the disadvanfaged should not be helped as it is a waste of time and
money,

What does it mean to be disadvantaged? Being disadvantaged is not mited fo those who are
physically disabled or are physically and mentally disadvantaged but includes those who are homeless,
stf those who suffer from poverty, chidren who lose their parents in war, people who lose their
homes and families in nafural disaster and so much more. Yet, some people are oufraged that these
disadvantaged people should not be helped In my opinion, these disadvantaged people are the ones
that require our utmost aftention and help in their times of need

Disadvantaged people should be helped because it is part of our Australan culture and
identity It is what xxxxx and builds Australia as a community. Australia is efese always represented
by the world as a country of ‘mafe-ship™ This mateship is not restricted to just having a ‘matfe’
fo go out with every weekend but to help each other in fime of need An ilustrafed example was
during The Queensland flood in 20 [ lwhere many Australian lost their homes and families. These
disadvantaged families could only rely on society and the goverment fo help fund them in their times
of need and, in a nafural disaster. I is an unspoken fact that being disadvantaged is never a choice
but happens by chance. In fimes of nafural disaster, disadvantaged people need our help as a local
commuinty fo help them look for a new home and fo the support them in fimes like these

On the same side of the coin, disadvanfaged people such as those who are physically
disabled because they were born disabled or because of an unfortunate event such as an accident
need our help to. Medical services fo freat these disadvantaged people usually cough up a medical
bill that can hit sky rocket. As Australian cifizens, we can help support these disadvantaged people
by organizing funds for them and fo raise funds such as through a charify event. A recent example
would be my neighbor who is raising funds for her uncle who lost both his limbs in a recent accident
in Sydney ke This shows that many of these disadvanfaged people require support and it is our
Job as a communify fo do our best to help Them in every way possible



In addition, disadvantaged people are humans too who deserve basic human rights. Such as
rights for an education. Some disadvantaged children and students such as those who are mentally
disabled, have autism, keve—are have down syndrome, deaf or blind all deserve the right fo be
educated These children have a lof of pofential in them ets despite their disability as these children
deserves a bright future ahead of them to. As a community we should help Them by providing
access fo special education programs meant for disabled children and frain young teachers who
share the same passion for these children o coach and feach them, even if it means staying in
school for 2 extra years as evertore as humans, we uu have the right to be educated and to kave
ageserve-education learn new things as learning is not an overnight process

Another reason xetx why disadvanfaged people should be help is because these
disadvantaged people should have the same right to experience the real world stek as us. This
includes those who are blind and are wheelchair bound who have the right to go fo shopping malls,
fake a walk on the street oufside, go fo the park and beaches and many more Although many
government infrastructures have been designed to help these people such as special parking lots
for wheelchair bound cifizens and dofted pavements on the sidewalk to help the blind, these-oooct
tooooee we should do our part as a communify fo do the best we can to help them, such as helping
a blind man cross the road and giving way fo those who are in a wheelchair. As there are many
citizens that still parts park in the parking lofs designed for the disabled, we should be more aware
of our actions because our actions may affect those who are disabled and disadvantaged

Homeless citizens are also considered disadvantaged as they strugge fo find shelter for
themselves etitside—wortd These homeless people xxexxx deserve fo be helped as xeeex it is the
basic human right for everyone fo have a home Many of these homeless people are homeless
because of poverfy and domestic violence which lead them into having drug abuse end and this
issue links with the increasing crime hates xxeex in Australia As homelessness only leads to negafive
externalities, this is al The more why we as cifizens should do our best to hook them out of this
abbtie-abbts abyys and to provide them with a new hope and a fufure as it wil benefit our nation
in the long term

All'in all, disadvantaged people deserve our help and concern. Our ignorance and selfishness
will only lead fo the division of a nation. So, as responsible and caring Australians, we should put our
dfferences aside and to take a step forward fowards restoring humanity by helping one another
out. Thank You

Yours Sincerly,
Jane Doe



COMMENTS

Response to question and provision of support
* An excellent plan assists in the organisation of ideas prior to writing.

® This candidate is confident of their ability to answer the question, including four main points and
an extensive introduction.

e This response delves into the question with a multifaceted and detailed definition of
‘disadvantaged’.

e Thereis pertinent use of Australian examples in the first body paragraph with mention of Australian
culture. One other example is obviously prompted by the Listening section of this examination.

Structure of response (organising the answer)
e The candidate follows correct generic guidelines, both regarding layout (such as inclusion of
address, date and salutations) and content, with a strong introduction giving the reason for
writing and stating a thesis.

e This response displays very clear paragraph structure and cohesion.

* The use of persuasive language techniques is evident in the appeals to the audience with inclusive
language (“our help”; “we") and patriotism (“As Australian citizens”).

Language use

e This candidate shows s/he is willing to be creative with language, as seen in experiments with
vocabulary and idioms: (“cough up”, “skyrocket”).

e The quality of the writing does not suffer despite occasional lapses in the use of: capital letters,
verb tense (“should be help’), spelling ("abyys”), uncountable nouns (e.g. infrastructure) and
linkers.

Room for improvement

e Occasionally poor handwriting obscures the meaning of words (not evident in the transcript).

e Perhaps three body paragraphs on the disabled is too much, given the breadth of disadvantages
outlined in the introductory paragraphs.



Q22 SECOND STUDENT SAMPLE

2ad 2 November 2016,

The Editor,
The West Australian,
Perth WA 6133, PO BOX 19,

Dear Edifor,

Austratieistrownforttssigrificantvaties Australia is known as a land of prosperity and oppor tunifies,

yet what happens fo those without access fo those opportunifies? Those without a say? The
disadvantaged of our society? fHs-alsotrowrtrue—that

It Is also frue that Australians are known as charifable people and that is why | wish to respectfully
ash the—Austratians the people across our community to prove if. Helping frese the less forfunate is
an innocuous act that can go a long way in regards fo the befterment of those people’s life. Such
altruism, | believe, can be propagafed on an individual basis, a societal level and also through the work
of the government

As human beings, we feel the need fo connect fo people and as a result, it often requires us tfo feel
empathy. It is That empathy that can help to bring about a change in #he our lives and ptt suspend
our own ego. | believe that by putting ourselves in the shoes of the beggar on the street can be
make us realise Their xoeex need for help. frearbe-thretgh-sipte As individuals, simple gestures such
as donafions; whether it being money, food, clothing or other essential ifems, can help dminish the
dramatic discontents of the disempowered

Furthermore, x0oc¢ our community as a whole can help fo alleviafe the daily strugges of the
disadvantaged For instance, organising free food outlefs for the homeless or through the donation
of stationery to chidren who cannot afford it whilst aftending school #-we-have We often take our
mundane resources and opporfunifies for granted If we possess items or appliances; for example,
in excess, why nof donate them instead of throwing them away? | sfrongly believe that through
efforfless and unselfish behaviours and acts as a community; and a society, that it is possible o help
those with less resources, opporfunities and luxuries.

Lastly, | stand firm regarding the vital and undeniable role of our government when it comes fo
changing fhe fe-of lives of those at the botfom of the hierarchy Through educational campaigns
and programs, | believe the government can implement strafegies fo raise #he awareness about this
Issue across our community from a very young age. The government can also help fund voluntary
organisafions and associafions which are involved in helping the disadvantfaged Additionally, a positive



action that the government has already inifiafed and which | firmly support, is the development of
job-seehing communities. In fact, 1300 new employment oppoturnities are being created every month

Therefore, it is clear that we do nof lack & imaginafion and ideas regarding the actions thaf can be
taken fo help the disadvantaged Thus, the impetus fowards the befterment of our society begins
with the will To help the less fortunate Although the journey might seem intractable af times, maybe
this is the unintelligble essence of life itself; our abiity o dig deeper within ourselves in order fo unfold
what truly mafters; the franscending notion of alfruism

Yours faithfully,
John Doe

COMMENTS

Response to question and provision of support

e The '‘plan’ is more of a brainstorm of what keywords mean in the question, which is also a useful
— if not essential - exercise.

e This is a solid exploration of what forms help could take.

e The summary of Australian history and culture is appropriate as the question says “for your local
newspaper” and this candidate is overseas.

e Again, this excellent response has taken time to focus on the question’s opening statement about
Australians, their identity and charity.

Structure of response (organising the answer)
e This structure is fairly unusual as the topic and thesis only become clear in the second paragraph.

* The candidate’s use of persuasive language techniques suited to this text type is evident in the
use of rhetorical questions and inclusive language (“every single one of us”).

Language use
e A wide range of vocabulary is used (“naivete”) and it is very fluent ("the advent of social media”).

e Minor lapses in verb tense control (e.g. past tense instead of present perfect), spelling, and run-
on sentences do not attract penalty.

e QOccasionally the tone is a bit speech-like in its colloquialisms ("you name it"). Although a letter
to the editor can include idioms, it remains a formal piece of writing.

Room for improvement
® The plan could be improved by organising ideas into main points.
e The layout could also be improved by including an address and date.

e Paragraph cohesion and use of topic sentences could be further developed.



Q22 THIRD STUDENT SAMPLE

Planning for Question 22

a fair go
colonial seftlement — accepting people from all over the world
people should be helped

we are social beings — can’t be alone

everyone deserves..

many people define help” in material terms
cause people o be dependent, lazy, fake advanfage
help does nof come in just maferial terms

empathy, doing what you want others fo do to you
kindness — human nafure

responsiility

world wil be a befter place

Dear Edifor,

Australia’s people have a very intriguing mindset, in which every person deserves ‘a fair
go’, an equal opportunity This rings frue throughout Australia’s history Australia sfarted out as a
penal colony One interesting fact about this is that affer criminals had served their ferms, they
were offen dlowed fo have a fresh starf, going on To own property, businesses or even start a
famiy Then there were people going fo Australia in search of a betfer life, be it the gold rush of
the 1800s or migrants seeking asylum in Australia today Certainly, Australia is no sfranger fo people
from all walks of life who have received some form of help.

One might say that many early setlers in Australia were disadvantaged, but how then did
Austfalia become the nafion it is Today? | would say that they got some help along the way | am
prefty sure most people would not disagree with me when | say we all needed some form of help
more than once in our lifefime Despite thaf, some people believe that the disadvataged should not be
helped, and | am apalled by it | personally believe that the disadvataged should be helped af all costs.
Why do | say so? Firstly, it is because all of us need it as af some point, as | have said before. It is a
fact of life that every singe one of us wil face ups and downs in life. No mafter how hard we Try
fo avoide the ‘downs’, it is inevitable that we would face them: Sometimes, it can be devastating:
nafural disasters, getfing layed of f a job, deafh of loved ones, bankrupfcy, addictions, you name if,
someone ouf there is going Through them So | do not see why we collectively, cannof show love,
care and of fer help fo the disadvantaged, to everyone. Can we not show some basic human decency



to help one in need? Yes, | am aware of if is in our nafure to be selfish, self seeking evolufion has
made us wired for self preservafion We need fo move beyond helping ourselves or only helping
those we love. We need fo work towards a greafer good where we can of fer assistance without
expecting anything in return. We humans have done so much from whaf it means fo be human
Offering help to someone might just be what someone needs o get back up on their own two feet
again. The impact of offering help to anyone, no matter how amazing or miniscule, could transcend
far beyond here and now.

| am aware that most people foday would scoff at my naivete In fact, | am not surprised
Today’s world has turned us cold and cynical, which is exactly why we as society need to learn to
offer help to the disadvantaged If is exactly the warmth we need in this cold, disconnected and
unforgiving world Over the years humans have lost their abilify fo emphathise, especially with the
advent of social media and technology We need to learn fo put ourselves into other people’s shoes
and see things from their point of view. Would you not want people to offer you help if you were
in a difficult position? This is adding to the fact that we are social beings, no man is an island, no
one can make it through life dlone, we all need each other. We have fo learn to embrace this fact
once more.

Stil, many people do not wish fo offer help fo the disadvafaged because they fear their
good infentions wil be faken advantage of Some fear receivers of help wil become lazy, or too
dependent on other people’s good wil To refute this claim, | believe that this can be avoided if true
helpis offered You see, help does not come in maferials things alone. It can come as emotional suppor 1
- a shoulder to cry on, encouragement, feaching, patience, a listening ear and so on. We should not
focus on just the temporary aspects of ‘help” but seek long term solutions to problems faced by
the disadvataged We need to be sincere. These are people of equal worth as us, they deserved to
be helped, they deserve dignity For example, the government or organizations could invest in skills
frainings for the jobless and homeless. We as society can of fer help by not discriminating and being
accepting After al, we are all humans with our own flaws and imperfections,

The state of this world is shocking Apathetic aftitude is spreading emengst-se-rantrdey in
populations as humans develop. We cannot sfand by the sidelines: Actions need fo be faken to solve
the many problems plaguing our world foday The disadvantaged simply cannot be left alone. The
good of humanity is everyone’s responshility. If we take heart, carry our burdens and do our duty
for the greater good, | believe the world wil be a better place Even if it is just a smile or a hug, no
matter how smal, it makes a difference

Yours Sincerely,
John Doe



COMMENTS

Response to question

e Thoughtful analysis of what prompts humans to help others and briefly considers the form help
may take.

Structure of response (organising the answer)

e Correct text-type features.

e Useof persuasive language techniques with appeal to the audience, including rhetorical questions.
Language use

e The candidate demonstrates a stupendous range of English vocabulary and excellent spelling
("altruism”, "innocuous”, “mundane”, “intractable”, “propagated”).

e There are occasional minor lapses (e.g. subject verb agreement: “those people’s life”).
Room for improvement

e Theintroduction could have given a context for writing, for example, being prompted in response
to an earlier letter to the editor or article.

e The introduction could also have previewed the main points to follow (perhaps missed out due
to the lack of a plan).

e The response could benefit from better use of linking words, such as in the Introduction (using
“itis also” despite no prior points having been made).



Sometimes people disagree with one another because they are of different ages or because they
use language in different ways.

Write an essay in which you discuss this statement, referring to at least two texts you have studied
this year.

Deconstructing the question
Formal essay format is required.

Students need to choose between discussing conflict between people caused by age or through
language use, not both.

Evidence must be drawn from at least two texts.

General Comments

This was not a popular question.

Out of the top scripts read for this question, none answered the question properly because all discussed
both aspects of conflict between people instead of just one. On estimation, this cost candidates up to

twenty percent of their marks.

Candidates rarely interpreted ‘language’ as other than Languages as in first or additional language, ie
considering the role of English language choices in conflicts around class or gender.

There were some good analyses of generational conflict when candidates were discussing the ‘age’
statement.

Essays covered a rich range of texts.
Common errors

There were many errors due to students ignoring the “or” in the question, as mentioned above.
Occasionally a response managed to be excellent despite discussing both causes of disagreements.
An example would be when a student has focused mostly on language and then introduced ‘age and
language’ as a third main point.

Occasionally, this response saw candidates try to force inappropriate texts to suit this question, for
example, using The Castle to discuss age-based conflict. This is where a few minutes of careful
planning and consideration of how to best answer questions before writing can pay dividends.



Q23 FIRST STUDENT SAMPLE

Language and the age gap are critical factors in society, and, if either one differs from
the famiiarity or lIking of an individual, the effects can be detrimental “The Relative Advantages of
Learning My Language” by Amy Choi and The Beat of a éDifferent Drum” by Simon Tong are two
presumed aufobiographies incorporafed in the anthology Growing Up Asian in Australia edited by Alice
Pung.  (2002) The short stories detal the experiences of new migrants immersed in Australian
sociefy and thus thetr, Ha traces their battles and struggles with the language barrier and the
generational gap. Hrus Conflicts within a family or within a communify can sfem from the age gap
or simply arise because of the differing ways language is used in society

Upon arriving in a new community; indiiduals that are parts of the new waves of diaspora,
or leaving their country’s behind are other reasons may find themselves in disagreement with
members of the new society Simon Tong’s short story “The Beat of a Dif ferent Drum’ reinforces the
notion that language tise used for the purpose of undermining an individual can spark disagreements.
Immersed in tThe new sociefy, Simon Tong was initially bombarded by his peers invasively questioning
him with the use of stereofypes such as “do you eat dogs” or “did you come here by boat” which
resulfed in a growing sense of dissatisfaction for himself as an individual or he dd not have the
wordd abiity to defy stereofypes forcibly placed onto him He reveals, ‘I did not have the words to
argue, to cajole or control” Thus, even though he disagreed with the false accusations labelled onto
him he could not fight back The short sfory therefore ilustrafes the role offensive language has
whefrtsed-feirthe-forrrofrstitsor-often to intimidate an individual and thus placing them in an
inferior posifion in society

Individuals can be amidst conflict when they are of different ages This notion is reflected
in Amy Chai’s "The Relative Advantages of Learning my Language” which deals with the shifting
familial dynamic of new migrants in sociefy Amy Choi reveadls her sense of disregarding her
mothertongue, which was Chinese, as she felf it was unmporfant in desting the Western society
She expresses, ‘I didn't see the point in speaking Chinese, we lived in Australia now” This disregard
for her mothertongue quickly saw the erosion of her cultural identity, and thus resulted in her
growing further and further apart from her culfural heritage, and the dissolving of the essential
agent that binds an individual fo their cultural identity, which is language proved to have detrimental
effects fo the individual and their family Amy reveals the increasing tension felt within her home as
she gradually became disconnected from her family as shetiseeHargtage she had not used language
as a fool to bind her o her ethnic origin



Furthermore, in Amy Choi’s assumed autobiography, she reveals the conflict she had faced
with her grar fraditional chinese grandfather who was much older than her, thus creafing a
source of fension and frustration for Amy She reveals she had developed a feeling of frusfrafion
toward her grandfather and this quickly translated into acts of intolerance she had as a means to
combat the age gap that was so evident befween the two individuals Her grandfather’s inability
fo infegrafe info modern society due to his sentiments of remaining faithful fo his Chinese culfure
fostered an element of frustration within Amy, and thus resulting in her disagreeing with the lack
of progressiveness of her grandfather. His lack of comprehension for the language valued as the
dominant language which was English in Australia further culfivated sentiments of anger and led her
astray from her grandfather. In many circumstances, when feraties immigrants migrafe with—farm
info a new sociefy with different culfural beliefs and in parficular, different languages, the result
can be a shiff in familial dynamic in which the younger generation, who are fypically infegrate into
a society befter are placed more dominant than the older generation, who, very often lacks the
ability to fully learn the language of the society This notion of degradation and demise of one’s self
sufficiency is also portrayed in Simon Tong’s short story where he briefly recalled her encounter
with Two peasants at the airport relying on him to buy them a meal as they did not have the
necessary language proficiencies fo do so. This ulfimafely resulfed in a feeling of disgust and repulsion
by Simon Tong foward fhese individuals due to their faeking debiitating abilify fo grasp the dominant
language of a sociefy as they were older and freshly immersed in Australian society

One can be subject to disagreements if there are differing ways that anofher individual
uses language, or due to a generafional gap. The debilitating ability for many fo learn a language has
been a source for many ekie conflicts



COMMENTS

Response to question
e Excellent use of textual evidence and balance between the two texts discussed (two points each).
e Clear interpretation of evidence to support thesis and topic sentences.

e The candidate manages to maintain focus on language (regarding ethnicity) despite also bringing
in age.

Structure of response (organising the answer)

e Good provision of text details in the introduction, as well as a brief text synopses.

e This candidate displays both strong content knowledge and command of the text type.
Language use

* The use of English language is at times magisterial, e.g. “the dissolving of the essential agent” or
“shifting familial dynamic”.

e Strong command of collocation and subject-specific vocabulary, e.g. “spark disagreements”,
"‘bombarded invasively” and “new waves of diaspora”.

e There are minor errors (e.g. “country’s” for “countries”), including occasionally with syntax.
Room for improvement
* The thesis statement could be clearer.
® The conclusion should restate main points and text details.
e Topic sentences need further development to improve cohesion. For example, the topic sentence
in body paragraph two focuses on age but the context of the paragraph is more about ethnic

identity.

e There is no plan (unmarked), which may have led to the above error.



Q23 SECOND STUDENT SAMPLE

As xxoeex healthy human beings, we have grown both physically and mentaly, developing and
adopting our own set of morals, principles and beliefs By having superior infeligence among all other
living beings, we are able o think critically and rationalise. But, as each of us are unique, and conscious
of our own beliefs and others we more offen than not find contradictions and disagree from one
anofher. Why is that?

| believe that we disagree based on different beliefs, you are free to disagree with this
statement as is your freewil to doso buf first, let me reason why does this happen People of
different ages lived the enfirety 6f or most of their lives in different fimes, condifions or places And
from these variables, they may come to develop different ideas and beliefs as fo how the world
works. For example, back in 1930s, in the setfing of the fext that | have read the Book Thief, Liesel
lived in a time where the Nazis were at the peak of their power. Liesel disagreed with Nazi Idealogy
that books and Jews were bad whist Nazis wanted to burn them, both of them The Nazis were of
an older generation that survived World War | which in Germany lost badly and incurred huge fines
and debt fo the winning nations. Hitler and the Nazis blamed the Jews whom af that time monopolized
banks and commerce that led to Germany’s downfal, and also the intelectuals who sat ildly by and
blamed them for causing divide among germans. Many Germans of that generation fel prey to Nozi
propaganda effe due to their experience and grievance

In Liesel’s 6en generation and so, the hatred of Jews books were unfounded as they have
been exposed fo different elements. Liesel have met with Max, who is a jew who had taken shelter
in Liesel’s house due o a favor owed by her foster father. Through her experience with Max, Liesel
have learnt that jews aren’t bad Another example is that Rudy, Liesel’s friend also came fo disagree
with Nazi idealogy when Rudy experienced loss from the war namely his father and blamed the Nazis
for dragging them in To war. From this, we can observe as o how ef dif ferent age groups have come
to disagree with one anofher due fo different beliefs stemmed from dif ferent circumstances despite
being of same community and language.

Whilst different environment and circumstances may caused disagreement, different
languages or cultural background would cause disputes and conflict. Taking the text “Rabbit-Proof
Fence” as an example, the aboriginal communifies sfrongly opposed what the white people, xxxxx
who tried to ‘breed out” their race and language as seen in the Rabbit proof fence and in real life,
19" century Australia The Whife people who mainly spoke English were atfempting o breed out the
aborigines by xxxxx abducting half-race or “half-caste” children from aboriginal famiies so that they
can be “reeducacted” in a cruel way The chidren af Moore river settlement were not adlowed to
speak Their own language freely and were trained o speak English ard, pray and do housework so
that they could then be exploifed as domestic workers. xooccossoooc




The treafment of the aborigines were so cruel and as such, the aborigines disagreed with
such treatment. Disagreeing is more like an understatement in this context, morelike, deep-rooted-
hatred-that-will-last-for -generations-xxxxx that-xecex the-effects-stil-—oeex are-visible-after-a-
century kind of disagreement. Anyways, the story begirs also showed the aboriginals distaste for
white people when Molly said “I hate them. | hate them.. make my skin crawl” This disagreement is
also founded by the restrictions that were imposed on her that is that she can’t speak her language
freely and forced to speak English af all times. Her disagreement with the treatment aside, language
restrictions and her longing fo be with her family and community then motivated her to escape the
settlement dlong with Gracie and Daisy

If language is unique to culfures and efhnicities, het this also ties back to how wet different
beliefs and culfures can cause disagreement and ther furthermore, conflict Each culture has their
own set of beliefs and so, taking the Rabbit Proof Fence into context, fhe the white people and the
aborigines do have different culfural backgrounds and beliefs The aborigines just want to be left alone
and are content with their traditional way of living. But in contrast fo #he the white people’s culture
of that time, They befief believed that English is the superior language and their culture and race is
superior o the aborigines Hence, a conflict of interests happened

Looking back on history and even modernday examples of conflict, disagreements and disputes,
disagreement is inevitable, even if one day we miraculously semerow-al-speaks—the-samedtangtage
somehow wake up one day speaking the same language, look the same and age the same, will will find
something fo disagree on by noon Fen The only thing we can do is to be tolerant of others and be
mindful of what we say or do so as what may be inoffensive in x¢cex To us, may be offensive to yott
ofhers.



COMMENTS

Response to question

e A broad and thoughtful response to the larger question of why people disagree. Unfortunately, it
attempts to deal with BOTH aspects of the question.

Structure of response (organising the answer)
e The excellent introduction offers brief context of texts (setting/ synopsis).
Language use
e Thisisaneloquentand captivating piece of writing. The sophisticated and creative use of hyphens
demonstrates exemplary control of the English language ("deep-rooted-hatred-that-will-last-

for-generations-that-the-effects-still-are-visible-after-a-century kind of disagreement”).

e Rare syntax or vocabulary errors do not affect the mark, except perhaps misuse of the present
perfect tense (e.g. "Liesel have met”).

Room for improvement

e Unfortunately, some time is wasted retelling the Nazi context, with which one could assume the
examiners are already familiar.

e Full text details are needed in the introduction. The inclusion of authors and a preview of main
points is useful as a signpost for the reader.

e Avoid use of the first person in formal writing ("l believe that we disagree”).
e Avoid starting sentences with “And".
e Aboriginal needs to be capitalised.

e Work is needed on better concluding sentences. Preferably avoid ending a paragraph with
evidence or analysis of evidence; tie it all back to the topic sentence (and thesis).



Q23 THIRD STUDENT SAMPLE

Conflicts arise from disagreements Conflicts are something that everyone deals with amost everyday In a
psychological point of view, conflicts arebe arise because Two parties whetergr whether groups or individuals have
opposing thoughts, ideas or beliefs Various research have been carried out where the results were almost similar,
the most amount of conflict arises befween two age groups or of different cultures.

It can be clearly seen that a difference in age group can cause a lof of disagreement. For example, if is
far Too common fo see arether parents disagree with their teenage child This is because of the vast difference
in their age group. This difference can be fermed cohort effects A-esher In simple terms, cohort effects arise
because different age groups or different generations undergo different environmental and sociefal changes We
cannot expect what we go through as teenagers to have happened to our parent’s or our elders when they were
teenagers A-etear In this day and age, most younger generations has come to ferms with homosexuality This is
because, it has become more esrmmort-commmont common for people to form refetierships-with-the-same-sex same
sex relafionships. It is normal fo us. However, it is not normal for people of older generations Thus, disagreements
occur between these age groups. We-earret-biame We do not have fo comform fo their perspectives buf we do
Aot cannot blame them either. Homosexualify is something complefely foreign fo them, hence, unacceptable Gohort
effects eause creafe a huge dfference in the perspectives of older people and younger people. Based on the
medict fiim Bruce Lee Plays Badminfon Too, a disagreement between Nic and his father can be seen Nic is a young,
overweight Anglo Saxon boy who aspires to be a famous badminfon player. However, his father disagrees with his
dream because in his father’s eyes, badminfon is for the weak-wiled He thinks badminfon players can only be fragile
and small, no big and tough like Nic. The fim revolves around the discouragement of Nic’s father on his effects in
playing badminfon. However, even though his father disagrees with him, Nic goes against his father and takes part
in a badminton competition. According to Nic, times have changed since his father was young, and in the current day
and age, badminfon can be played by anyone of any shape and size. This shows a clear example in how cohort effects
can cause disagreements between age groups Nic’s father probably grew up in a society where only small and thin
people played badminfon and bigger sized people like him and Nic played tennis.

Another reason why people of different age groups disagree is because of different moral and personal
values The 21-st century has been a true awakening for society on the brutality of racism From unspeakable police
brrtatt brutality fo dismissed rape cases, the violence of racism has gone viral This is because the younger generation
has grown infolerant fowards discrimination and rase rasicm fowards both themselves as well as their peers A
clear-cut example of disagreements eatisedbtt between age group on this fopic is during the previous &5 American
elections 1 A higher percentage of young people voted for Barrack Obama as their president compared to the older
generafion who believed the president is and always should be white This conflict arose because of the different
personal values held by the younger and older Americans The older generafion fend to see a change as a menace
whie the younger generation are in fact more adaptable to change Based on the fim Australian Rules, the character
of Blacky and his father highlights how different generations hold different values Blacky's father is a drunken,
abusive and rascist man who believes that a man should hold all the power in the relationship granfing him permission
to abuse his family in any way he pleases. He believes it is his god-giveright identify as a mar whife male. However, his



son is quite a contradictory character fo him Blacky ketds-perserat many personal and moral values that completely
contrasts with his father He believes in equalify among the aboriginals as well as the anglo saxon Australians. This can
be seen when Blacky gets into a relationship with an aboriginal girl named Clarence. Even bt Blacky's best friend
was an aboriginal Moreover he is complefely against the idea of his father abusing his mother. This causes a lof of
fension between Blacky and his father as until he leaves home. Clearly, it can be seen that different age groups have
dfferent moral and personal values, which can cause a lot of disagreements between them

Lastly, disagreements also arise due fo the different uses of language People use eiff language differently,
even the same language can be used in many forms and for many purposes. This can cause disagreements befween
people, mostly due to miscommunication or misinterpretation Based on the fext sticks and sfones and such like,
disagreements due to the different uses of language is clearly emphasized through the character Sunil Badami and
his mother. Sunil is an indian boy living in Australia who is very upset with his name. He finds that the anglo-saxons of
Australia find it very hard fo prenetre pronounce his Tami name resulfing in them feasing him with the nick name
“Senie”. Sunil disagrees with his Tamil based name and makes an effort to change it to Neil He does not understand
why his mother had to include their mother tetirgte fongue, Tamil, while rarap naming him: Suni’s mother finds ebettt
out about Suni’s efforts in gaining an English name and ulfimately is very dissapointed in Sunil. Whie arguing with her
son, she menfions why she chose the name Sunil for him. In Indian culture, if is very common fo name ke children
based on powers or strengths, i is somewhat of a belief that the par name will somehow invoke the power into
the child Jtsthow-Stris-rrether-explaired Suni’'s mother explained the meaning behind the Tamil name “Suni’; and
how it meart-for—tpowerpeo was relafed fo the power of Lord Shiva and mountains he recided on, once Sunil was
aware of this, he became more undersfanding towards the use of his rerme birth language and why Tamil was so
important to his mother. This fext further justifies wht how disagreements can come about when languages are
used differently

In conclusion, disagreements can cause various conflicts Hrett These disagreements root from the dif ferent
cohort effects faced by different age groups, the different personal and moral values faced by different age
groups as well as the different way language is used



COMMENTS

Response to question
e A broad discussion of conflicts with a psychological focus.
* Body paragraphs focus on one aspect, age, despite mentioning culture in the introduction.

e Starts the first body paragraph with an interesting and original discussion of generational attitudes
to homosexuality, although there is no text reference for this main point.

® Both texts are covered well throughout the essay.
Structure of response (organising the answer)

e A good general introduction but it is unnecessary to invent “various research carried out” as is
typical in a feature article written under exam conditions.

e Clear topic sentences.
e Good, simple conclusion.
Language use
e Some use of subject-specific language (“cohort effects”).
e Solid grammar, spelling and complex sentence structures.

e Some errors, for example, with plurals (“parent’s”) and vocabulary (“media film” should be “short
film").

Room for improvement
* Retells plot too much.
e Full text details are needed, including directors. Titles should be correctly punctuated.

° The analysis of text 1 and 2 is too superficial. For example, no mention of the major theme of
ethnicity in both films.



Celebrities have a powerful influence on young people.

In a speech to your class, outline what you see as either the positive or negative influence of
celebrities on young people. Make reference to specific examples.

Deconstructing the question
The initial statement does not require students to take a stance.

The question underneath asks students to decide whether celebrity influence on young people is
either beneficial or harmful. The response required is persuasive, not discursive.

The text type is a speech and the audience (“your class”) is a very easy one to target, allowing for more
informality and intimacy of approach.

Generic conventions include: use of the first person; direct address to the audience; rhetorical
questions; the use of humour, emotive language and personal anecdotes to entertain and engage;
and a tone which clearly differs from written essay-style English.

Students are asked to refer to specific examples, so they must draw on their general knowledge of
celebrities, but not necessarily Australian.

General Comments

The speech genre is often a popular choice and this year it was the most popular, presumably because
of the topic.

Candidates displayed broad general knowledge of pop culture and analyses of celebrities’ moral
positions was suitably entertaining for the target audience.

Better use of genre here, with candidates frequently employing rhetorical questions and other forms
of direct address to the audience and personal anecdotes to entertain and motivate.

Common errors

One major error was that a small number of candidates misread “celebrities” as “celebrations”. It is
essential that candidates bring English dictionaries into the examination and know how to use them to
check any keywords of which they are unsure.

Another significant error is that most candidates discussed both aspects of celebrity influence, rather
than persuading the audience of one side. It would have been acceptable to briefly mention the
pposing argument in rebuttal, but it was not appropriate to devote half the speech to each perspective;
this cost candidates dearly in Criterion 1, “addresses the key terms of the task”.



Q24 FIRST STUDENT SAMPLE

A very good morning IlbidtoMr | and my fellow classmates Today my speech
would not be boring, | can ensure you fendall Jenner, Taylor Swift, Kim Kardashian I'm sure all of you
have heard of these names, be it on social media, TV shows or enferfanment krews news They are
mostly known for what they do, the juicy secrefs about their lives, and their fashion. Whether you
realise it or not, These people -nof limited fo the ones I have just shared, buf celebrifies in general - have
an indirect and direct impaet influence on The lives of young people, and the way they think, feel or act
However, more offen than notf, the influence tfowards young people is negative

Take Rihanna for an example Her H: hit song, “Love the Way You Lie” paints a distorted image
about how a boy lying o a girl is supposed to be romanticised, fo be taken as ‘an act of love” that is
expressed differently most celebrities porfray a bad reflection fowards dating and marriage. Taylor
Swift is known for the amount of men she’s dated, ard how she has “swiftly” dumped them, and in a
matfer of days, goften together with a different guy And yet, most feenagers gaze af her beauty and
aspire o be like her, famous and pretty and able fo get all the quys in her sight. the-originatelerment
of Faithfulness is an imporfant element of love, and yet heseee most celebrities which are looked up
fo by young people, do not portray that in their relationships, and as a result causing young people to
have a distorted idea about relafionships, hurfing themselves and ofher people

Moreover, celebrifies also portray distorted images or ideas on how one’s appearance should
be like Boys are pressurized to look “ripped’, girls ere feel compelled to fit info “size zero” The fashion
sfyles of cerfain celebrifies That are shown on social media also eatises drives young people fo be feel
ke they re able fo fit info the lafest fashion sense Sure, it can be freedom of choice, that young
people are able fo freely choose what they want to wear. But in mest most cases, freedom of choice
comes with a kit hint of discrimination as well In high school, the “fashionista” wil come all dressed up
in the lafest trends, and those who aren’t Too concerned about fashion will dress up maybe in a t-shirt
and baggy pants. At times like These, the re more fashionable group of people in school would make fun
of Those who aren’t keeping i up with the latest frends The bulled ones are hence, pressurised fo
fit info clothes they aren’t comfortable with In this case, it’s not really a freedom of choice anymore,
is it7 The ripple effect celebrities bring o young people through their clothing and their lifestyle can
reach a long way, and it’s not necessarily beneficial Eating disorder are also developed irrerder—te-took
by teenagers, so that they ear can look llke a certain celebrity This is damaging fo their physical and
mental health, and is also causing Them o lose Their identity, as they er aspire to be all the people They
see on felevision — but not themselves

Besides that, the image that celebrities porfray through social media, may also cause young
people To be disconfent with their lives. The house Kim Kardashian shows through Snapchaf, which feer
young people watch and fanfasize about, may tempt feeragersooost them o become famous just like



she did — by showing herself in a sex tape. “Why do | bother working so hard when | can just do what
she did and earn milions and live a glamorous life?” are the thoughts that may come across viewers
minds whenever they take a gimpse af not only Kim Kardashian’s house, but e when they look af
the lifestyles of ofher celebrities as well Jokes are made on social media, when Kendall Jenner is
seen wearing a ring that cost 50 thousand dollars, with social media complaining that endall Jenner is
wearing their college tuition on her finger These celebrifies tend fo cause young people to be envious
of them Young people, should insfead redlise thaf happiness is a choice, happiness does not come
from having loads of money, and happiness can be found in the little things in life, and one’s identity
should notf be af stake in the pursuit of happiness. One can be content with their lives, as long as they
love what they do, ard they love the people around them, and have a kind heart. Confent may not be
found in a huge house, or in fruckloads of money

Sure, they are celebrities who portray positive influence and may impact the young people
in a positive way, but majority of celebrities may in one way or anofther cause young people fo be
discontent with their lives and their posessions ang The negative influence far outweighs the posifive
influence.

Therefore, dear classmates, do not lose yourself in the pursuit of the happiness that is
porfrayed by celebrities Throw away that map they've drawn for you and start creating your own,
because no one and nothing should come between who you dream to be, and what you've decided
for yourself. You are beautiful, just as you are, and you need not to fit info their standards of what
beauty is. Please diseern discern what is right and wrong when you wafch these celebrities” lifestyles,
and remember, it is not necessary for you o keep up Their standards. Yett

Thank You.



COMMENTS

Response to question

e Pertinent, contemporary pop culture references to suit teen audience (e.g. Rihanna, Taylor Swift,
Kendall Jenner, Kim Kardashian).

e Thoughtful, original selection of main points: relationships, body image and envy.
Structure of response (organising the answer)

e Strong introduction and clear thesis (negatives).

e Excellent conclusion

e Some use of rhetorical questions (e.g. second body paragraph).
Language use

* |Infrequent errors with verb tense would not attract penalty.

e Demonstrated control over punctuation and complex and varied sentence structure.

e This response shows a rich vocabulary with correct collocations (“juicy secrets’) and subject-
specific vocabulary (Snapchat, “ripped”).

e Some weakness evident in subject-verb-agreement (“fashion styles [...] also drives”).
Room for improvement
* More persuasive language techniques would make this a better speech.

e Directaddressis needed more consistently (see body paragraphs 1 and 3: "young people should”).



Q24 SECOND STUDENT SAMPLE

Live life af your own 50 Cenl- A hustler (work hard)
terms

N\

Nof fo be afraid of Spending money on expensive
anybody brands

In fodays world of Social Media outrage xx0ex young people have grown acustomed fo checking their face
book updates every 2 minufes. Most of the fime due fo our brain evolving info having shorter atfention
spans we believe what ever we see online, rather than actually researching if. Celebrities are our idols. They
creaf new trends, new movements, they run our world Their main source of inluence is for following but
do they direct the youth of this world into a brighfer future? The 3 ways in which #he-celebrifies posifively
influence ¢ our youth is by showing them fo work hard, believe in yourself and fo live life at your own ferms.

To get anywhere in life, you must work hard and hustle A great example of a celebrity we who worked
hard since he was 12 years old is “50 Cent” His Being brought up in a neighbour where his situations forced
him into seling crack at the age of 12, the age of which most of us are stil cant do without our parents
being around af all times He has been porfrayed as a hustler and has showed his followers that nothing
comes without hard work, as most of his songs are based on it

Self believe is what drives people chosen a path to success Many people you will encounter will say your
path is going fowards faiure, you wil never succeed But remember the words of Arhald, “Ignore the Nay-
sayers” Multiple occassions in hi career he was let down by his family members are Arnold never listened o
them and did belived in himself that he could reach his goal Now as we know it Arnold has reached friumph
of what ever he set his foot into Became 7 fime My Olympics, became one of the highest paid actors and
the governor of California This puts ouf a greaf message to the youth that aspire to be like him, believe in
yourself and focus on your goals.



This brings us to the last way in which celebrities influence the youth is by sending out the message that
live your H life on your own terms. Warren Buffet is was the world’s wealthiest man af one point. But he
sfill fill this day lives in the house he bought when he got married for a mere value of fifty thousand dollars.
The way he chooses fo live his life shows that he xeeex lives life tThe way he chooses foo. Hew Not by how
the media wants him fo live like.

Celebrifities have a great influence, especially on the youth. There are many ways in which they negatively
affect them Buf the positives outweigh them Its upto us too see which traits we abige abide by

COMMENTS

Response to question

Conclusion, though brief - as is the whole speech, appeals to the audience.
Correctly focuses only on one side of the question (the positives), with three main points.

Uses examples.

Structure of response (organising the answer)

Clear signposts in the form of topic sentences and linking phrases.

Good paragraph structure, notably in the second body paragraph.

Language use

Frequent language errors probably contribute to this piece being at the lower end of A-grade
samples. Errors include: spelling (“belive”), punctuation (“today's”, “facebook”), word form
("neighbour” for neighbourhood; “self believe’), run-on sentences (’[...] new movements, they
run our world”), and subject-verb agreement (“The 3 ways in which celebrities [...] is by").

Despite the above point, this candidate displays a fluent command of vocabulary, including
creative and appropriate use of vocabulary (“hustle and crack”).

Room for improvement

Needs far more focus on text type and audience. The candidate does use some inclusive
language ("we” and “our”), but then says “the youth of this world” instead of direct address to
fellow students.

Concluding sentences need more work; the first body paragraph ends on an example.
People referred to should be named in full ("Arnold Schwarzenegger” not "Arnold”).

More reference is needed to question keywords throughout.



The youth of today will become the adults of tomorrow.

Write a feature article for a community magazine entitled "Teenagers are our future'.

Deconstructing the question
There are two parts to this question. The first statement is a fact to consider.

The second part of the question asks candidates to ponder what it means for teens, their parents
and their communities to really take into account young people’s responsibility at the helm of future
societies.

It also specifies the text type and even the title of the feature article, defining the audience and purpose.
The style should be entertaining as it is for the general public in a lightweight local publication. Also,
the topic does not lend itself to being informative as much as it does to being reflective.

Generic conventions of feature articles include the use of: catchy headings and subheadings; a layout
studded with pictures and graphs (not necessary in an examination, although image insert boxes with
captions can be effective); reference to surveys, statistics and expert opinion (often invented to suit the
purpose); short paragraphs and dot points/ lists; figurative and emotive language; rnetorical questions;
anecdotes; as well as a language style that suits the target audience (e.g. social commentary in an
entertaining style with a chatty, humorous tone).

General Comments

This question was not very popular, particularly among local students, perhaps due to the more
philosophical nature of the topic as well as the challenge of capturing the right style and tone for this
text type.

Responses showed some good use of invented statistics and expert opinion. Those selected were all
of very high calibre.

Common errors

Errors did not stand out as there were relatively few scripts read for this question. Perhaps planning could
have helped students be more creative in their reflections on how awareness of teens’ responsibility
for our future could impact the present and how it may differ from previous generations’ imprints on
the world. Certainly, most responses spoke of technology more than any other aspect. The question
also offers the possibility to refer to past examples of teens’ influence on the world, which was not
exploited.



Q25 FIRST STUDENT SAMPLE

Start:

Audience: teenagers
Writing fer for: Youth column of the Gommunity Magazine
Writing as: a feenager

TEENAGERS ARE OUR FUTURE
We are The future.. If we let it

By: John Doe

Sometimes, adulfs find it difficult fo look beyond the
she terribly short shorts, Hhe-bagau—clothings the
dstasteful baggy clothings and the incredbly intense
hair colours of the youth of today Sometimes, the
thick layer of make-up every girl seems fo have
ectuatrendscover ends up covering more that just
our faces It begins fo cover our significance, our
infeligence and our imporfance in the community

However—thes—mat Whichever way the sociefy
sees us, Hoeteve—that it does nof fake away any

shils and knowledge hiding behind the loud are Nicki
Minaj songs in our playlist. We have to understand
that betrg adapting in this era of modern fechnology
reans—rore—that—ust exceeds beyond 24/7 of
facebook updafes and retweeting Bur-ger Especially
since our generation seems o fo be the only one
who can fix the WIFl roufer everyfime.

Our great ability to adapt in this overly changing
soclety should be applauded and embraced, not
discarded

In e a period of technology, teenagers hold the
power fhat can either stop this fechnological
growth or improve it beyond imagination. #—giver
the-right-opportuntttatrofus If our future depends

highly on fechnology, then our future depends on us.

As teenagers, we're forced fo fearr listen and learn
from our parents. Our parents must have also been
forced fo listen and learn by from their parents.
This kreage confinues, all the way back fo the fop
of the famiy tree That means that by the fime
thelr wisdom and knowledge are passed down to
us, alterations and improvements have caused their
aavices fo evolve.



Naturally, we learn from our mistakes But fo

tragine what extent? fmagine—ust—magne—he
lessons

Not only do we learn from our mistakes buf we
xxoec¢ value the lessons that we receive from the
mistakes our ancestors have done.

Phofo of a fe science-fechnology contest
af a secondary school, with kigs feenagers
displaying their innovafive designs

As new generations are born everyday, more
lessons are learned Lessons that we can improve
on. Why does this mafter, you ask?

Ina voom full of feenagers, one of them is going fo
become the next Prime Minister: Another has what
it takes fo be a cardiovascular surgeon The next
will become a teacher

If we dont learn from past mistakes, our
generation wil always be the group of people with
thetp phones in our hands watching videos on how
to talk to giraffes on youfube.

Our potential success is greafer than ever. In our
hands lay the best resources and the widest range
of information

We mafter because asin the next several years, we
wil be put fo the fest Today’s complex unsolvable
ersts issues wil find their way fo us. s With their
never-changing complexity, our generafion wil be
the ones fo solve them

Al of us will reed-te be required fo revert our eves
fromour—pho aftention from the new iPhone and
focus on the reftgee wars around us, the fensions
and the problems within the sociefy

Teenagers foday are the adulfs of fomorrow.
Tomorrow, we decide the fufure of the rextsteeed
succeeding generatfion. Tomorrow Is when we solve
the worlds greafest problems and fomorrow is
when we start fo show kew our significance,
inteligence and impor tance irte fo everyone

But foday, is the datt most important day of all
Today Is the day we decide fo sfep up to the
challenge ahead of us



COMMENTS

Response to question

e Highlighting key terms of the task at the top of the page probably helped the candidate maintain
focus.

e The references to pop culture suit the teen topic very well ("The loud Nicki Minaj songs in our
playlist”).

Structure of response (organising the answer)
e Excellent use of humour and anecdotal references (fixing the router).

* The text type gains added weight through the use of some short paragraphs and image inserts
with captions.

Language use

e A lovely reflective style of writing is used here ("makeup ends up covering more than just our
faces”).

e The candidate employs colourful imagery of a room full of teens and an example of watching
YouTube giraffe videos as wasted potential.

e Occasional errors with uncountable nouns (“clothings”, “advices”).
* There is some use of subject-specific vocabulary (“retweeting”).
Room for improvement

e The candidate should have indicated that the audience is not just teens, but the broader
community. This was a problem throughout, including the closing appeal.



Q25 SECOND STUDENT SAMPLE

Planning

—>/urkhelburg

e Have innovative ideas
e “Out with the old Zurkelburg

o
In with the new Mark Zurkeburg
e Technology T
Founder of Fb

e ot only are xxexx They thriving in the e Technology era but we they are evolving the
world as we know it

e We are the envy of society

e Whaf we teach tThem is what they pass on to late the next generations.



leenagers

Are Our

-uturell

; Our teenagers are faking the world by storm Belinda reports

In this 2Ist cenfury it is clear To see thaf the
“feenage frenzzy’ is what runs the world This
generatfion is a different fype, one thaf has
risen and nof been seen before

This fechnological era has brought about a
new generafion that excites When we fhink
about the future we see our youths with
innovafive ideas to change the world Their
way of viewing the world is different and
more than anyfthing inferesting
and wil be a mavel to witness

Mark Zurghelburg, the founder
of fhe world wide sensation,
Facebook He—had—he had the
idea over decade ago, when
he was a teen Such a prime example is the
reason why |

The
Envy of
Societyl

Like chidren, hett their mind has not been
restricted by the blows of exisfence and
adult life. They are imaginafive and are able fo
reach their full pofential In fact, a greaf mind
once said thaf feenagers are af fheir peak
of creativify Sir Albert Eonstien also said that
realify can only take you from point A fo poinf
B however imaginafion will fake you from A
to Z and beyond

Hence, feenagers are a
phenomenon and a force to be
reckoned with Not only these,
but they auffe—iferaltt have
the world on their fingerfips.
Information in this new world
fravels like wid fire. With

Insert image of current technologies eg
Apple products

say with greaf cerfanty that our future is
in greaf hands. They are resourceful, very
capable and wel equiped for anyfhing fhe
fufure throws af them

YOUtube

acebook

Soapchay

e

Twitter

help of technology they can access the world
This means that they are befter able fo stear



stear the world with less& more undersatnding educafion ever known to men Therefore,

and easter easiy without a dougth, they're our future Let’s
nof underestimate and disregard them for
Last but nof the least, it has been proven they hold the key fo a better fomorrow.

that education is befter now than it has ever
been Hret This means that our teens are not
only technologically giffed but teenagers

are receiving the best )\ \N\\

COMMENTS

Response to question
e Snappy introduction.

e The response focuses on three main factors about young people’s lives today: technological
innovation, imagination and connectedness, and education.

Structure of response (organising the answer)

e The text type is clearly signaled through appropriate layout: use of headline, byline, image inserts
and captions, as well as short paragraphs. The use of columns is suitable but superfluous.

Language use

e This response contains some spelling errors (“frenzzy”; “stear”; “mavel”).

e There is also an occasional lapse in subject-verb agreement (“their mind has not”).
Room for improvement

e Highlighted and enlarged phrases in a feature article usually replicate phrases from the body of
the feature article, rather than new phrases.

e Names of major texts cited must be correctly spelled and authors or people referenced given in
full (Einstein; Zuckerberg).

e Also, give the full name of the ‘journalist’ in the byline (preferably invented).

e Messy layout and decorative colours are a distraction in an exam context. (Not visible in
transcription.)



The power of persuasive writing and speaking can influence the actions of others.

In an essay, discuss this statement, referring to at least two texts you have studied this year.

Deconstructing the question

The initial statement in the question has two parts; the first mentions both writing and speaking; the
second argues that words can inspire people to action. Responses must show precisely how words
inspire.

Evidence must be drawn from at least two texts.

Formal essay writing conventions include: an introduction to the topic which establishes a thesis,
well- structured paragraphs that develop the argument and show overall cohesion, and an appropriate
conclusion.

General Comments

This was a very popular question, no doubt for its close affinity with the study of speeches in Unit 4.
Common errors

Many answers did not clearly outline the results of persuasive words, but just rehashed Language and

Empowerment essays from class, detailing persuasive language techniques in texts (mostly speeches)
studied.

Few students dealt with both writing and speaking; most students referred principally to speeches
studied. This did not necessarily attract penalty but was perhaps a missed opportunity to fully explore
the question.

Many students failed to use proper citation and it was consequently difficult to determine even to
which text type they are referring, whether film or speech or documentary. When introducing texts,
make sure you properly cite the title and author/director, and provide a brief description of what the
text is about. Assume the examiner has not heard of the text before and needs some context to follow
your explanation. This does not mean recounting the plot in detail.



Q26 FIRST STUDENT SAMPLE

/ empower yourself

ower of persuasive writing and 4
P P d your believes, products
T influence others + own inferests

Speaking ~_ they the policies in your own xxxxx leader ship

animal farm
TexTs trusting written laguage

\ Donald trump usage of very influence

\ langage
short senfences

Since language is the medium in which a person’s words, thoughts and even emotions can propagate
through, thus by having a solid, stable medium xxeex rich ef with power to influence xxeex others, a
person can be a part of changing things around them. Some individuals realize power of persuasive
language to creatfe and fransform lives, empowering themselves and their positions and controling
people=s” thinking and actions. This essay shall examine the power of persuasive language in relation
fo three xxxxx fexts The first fext is a novel by George Orwell “Animal Farm” which reflects
events leading up fo Russian revolution of 1917 and then on into the Stalinist era of the Soviet Union
Napoleon and Squedler are two characters from the novel, They use xxxxx sersuasive written
and spoken language to confrol the other animals. The xxxxx second text is a speech by the
successful Australian journalist Stan Grant on racism and the Austalian Dream on the last debate of
“Intelegance Squared” of 26642 2012 And the third fext is e documentary on CNN xxxxx news
channel about Donald Trump and his language



Certain individuals have full awareness of the effectiveness of persuasive writing and speaking on
people. They fend fo use a form of language that is confusing and indirect fo get people fo think
and act in ways that suif #her their interests In Animal Farm Squealer was able to convince the
animals that pigs need more nufrifion than other animals by using a strong form of language which
is scientfic claim and feekent Technical jargon by saying, “We pigs are brain workers, it is for your
sake that we drink that milk and eat those apples”. His language left a great impact on animals and
got Them fo stop questioning about missing milk and apples from the farm

The power of persuasive speaking doen’t not only empower the speaking person but also the audience.
In & Stan Grant speech “Racism is kiling the Australian Dream” Grant repeated the xxxxx importance
of collaboration and folerance in the Australian society in order fo close the gaps between Indigenous
Australians and non-Indigenous Australians. By repetition, Grant was abe to make every one realize
the size of responsibilify upon them and he was an inspiring role model fo many Australians who saw
in his speech a significant necessity of removing all signs of racism in order o step up from this
conflict and rise with Their humanity fo a point where all Austalians can function in a more dynamic
way S Grant concludes his speech by saying: “And one day, | want fo stand here and be able to say
as proudy, and sing as loudly as everyone in this room, Australians all, let us rejoice”. According o
many journalists and different eratistsexper social experts Grant’s persuasive speaking was more
ke a meaningfull step towards a greater understanding of Austalians about their current issues and
common problems.

Inaddition, xxxxx another method of influencing people=s” thinking and actions is highly adopted by
Donald Trump. “Trump has a very power ful way of controling minds by using a simple language, short
senfences and very basic English to force people fo vote for him and by that increasing his abiity in
gaining support” CNN reporter, George Mackay, in arguing that the power of persuasive language is
not necessary linked to complicated English nor specified for highly educated Peopte people. Trump is
a poorly educated person but sfil he has all the potentials through his persuasive language behaivior
to influence poorly educated Americans.

To conclude, The power of persuasive language is a weapon which can be used to influence ofhers,
somefimes in positive ways and many fimes in negative ways. By having a confinous desire fo apptt
ufilize a persuasive language xxxxx individuals have a greater chance of making their voices to be
heard by larger groups of people xxxxx, their thoughts fo be spinning in other peoples” minds and
their orders fo be reflected in other individuals actions.



COMMENTS

Response to question

e Qutlines evidence from texts of persuasive language techniques: jargon, repetition, simple
English.

Structure of response (organising the answer)
e Clear thesis and preview of main points and texts, with text details and context (brief synopses).
° Good use of topic sentences.
e Strong conclusion.

Language use

e This candidate’s expression is enriched by varied sentence structure and general control over
spelling and punctuation.

e There are occasionally awkward collocations ("highly adopted”).
Room for improvement
e Concluding sentences need further development (see first body paragraph).

e Titles must be correctly punctuated (underlined for whole works published on their own; inverted
commas for works published as part of a greater whole, e.g. a speech, poem or short story).

* |t would have been interesting to also consider persuasive writing.



Q26 SECOND STUDENT SAMPLE

Planning:
| Kevin Rudd’s “Sorry’, speech — inclusive lang, repetition,

2 Emma Watson “HeForShe” UN sxxxx— quote, balanced senfences
3 Malala Yousafzai UN — quotes,

Intro: Power of language
Rheforic — see the available means of persuasing — Aristotle def
When ideas fall, words come in very handy

| “Sorry” — inclusive lang “we” “our”
- emotive lang: “for the pain, suffering and hurt”
omephose: “We aplogize”
epistrophe: “we say sorry’

2 "HeForShe” — Edmund Burks quote - “For the faces of one to triumph.”
If not me who? If not now, when?
balanced sent: “If men don’t have to control ”
gender sfereofypes

3 Malala — “One child, one teacher

4 Mandela, “Education is the most power ful weapon o xxxxx”

o

Blind man



XXXXX

One of the greatfest phiosophers of all fime defined rhetoric as seeing the available means
of persuasion in any parficluar case that means being able to use language power in such a way,
that xxe0e people can be convinced of anything The power of persuasive writing and speaking is
so strong that even ideas fai, words come in very handy In this essay, it is going to be shown on
the example of Kevin Rudd, Emma Watson and a felele—Yotsafzars homeless man.

To begin with, language is often used in order to persuade someone of one’s opinion. A
great example of that is a-speeekby the “Sorry” speech by Kevin Rudd fo the Australian natfion,
addressing wrongdoings of the past government Rudd uses a number of rheforical devices to
convince the audience of his contention that an apology o the sfolen generation is needed He
uses inclusive language by consistent repetition of words “we” and “our”. This makes al members
of the audience feel that they are all apoligising, nof only Rudd He also uses emofive language
such as apoligising for “pain, suffering and hurt” or “profound grief, suffering and loss”. Emotive
language is used to appeal to people’s emotions, because they cause humans fo change their
opinions In regard to their judgements Emotions make people believe much easier, because they
indeed feel guity, although it is not their fault directly Rudd was also uses anophores such as
“We apologise for .” and epistrophes such as “ .. we say sorry” These kind of repetitions add a
rhytmical flow fo the fext making it more pleasurable to listen to or read and therefore attract
people’s attention, which is the main goal One sentence is extremely power ful, because it is the
strongest support of Rudd’s contention. It says “We were the bearers of all the blessings of our
ancesfors, therefore we must also be the bearers of their burdens too” This makes the audience
reflect on the issue and is very convincing This example strongly supports the statement that
power of persuasiveness can influence the actions of others, because Rudd managed to convince
Australians of the need to apologise.

Another great example proving ke my statement is Emma Watson’s xxxxx “HeForShe”
speech af the UN Emma uses the ethos of human rights in order fo convince xxxxx people,
especially men, To Take part in the fight for xxxxx women’s rights. Emma provides a number of
stafistics such as the fact that less than twenty percent of the audience were male at Hiary
Clinfon’s speech From that it is clear as a bell, that an action is needed fo help the issue Erma
Watson uses balanced senfences such as “If men don’t have fo control, women won’t have fo be
controled” This is a very convincing stafement, poinfing out gender sfereofypes. Xxxxx It shows
how the appropriate use of language causes people to change their attifudes fowards an issue
xxxxx Towards the end of her speech, Watson xxx¢xx says “If not me, who? If not now, when?”
this kind of use of rhetorical questions is very accurate and very much useful at-he as the last
words of the speech This is because it leaves the audience thinking and reflecting on the issue of
women’s rights and it results in especially men wanting o take action in the “HeFor She” campaign.
This is xx06¢ yet another credble and persuading example depicting that it xxeex offen does not
mafter what people say, but how they say it. Xeeccococoooct

Last but not the least, the best example proving the sfafement that power of
persuasiveness can influence pespte—to the actions of ofhers is a liftle anecdote Once upon a
time, a homeless, blind man was frying o get collect some money He placed a little board next



fo himself on the pavement that said: “I'm blind, help me” It is probably not surprising that most
people walked past ignoring the blind man. Suddenly, a young lady approached him and changed
e what was writfen on the board To his own surprise, peepte—throw—a nearly every person
was now wiling fo help the homeless, blind man to break the deadlock, which was his financial
predicaments. What the lady wrote on the board was “It’s a beautiful day and I can’t see it” Very
simple word, however so moving, resulfed in people feeling bad for the blind man. This example
clearly shows thata how powerful words can be in ferms of persuasiveness. Unconfrontibly the
lady expressed the exact same thing as the man, just in different words. Yet, it caused nearly
all people fo change their minds. Again, it proves the sfafement that words have the potential fo
eharge-ores influence one’s actions and deeds

To sum up, all three examples of Kevin Rudd, Emma Wafson and blindman’s unarguably
exhibit the fact that it is aways possible to find the avaiable means of persuasion as Aristotle once
said and xeeex influence people, come hell or high waters. Therefore it is of highest importance to
pay aftenfion fo what words we one uses when speaking or writing, as it can have completely
dfferent effects

COMMENTS

Response to question

e Qutlines the techniques of persuasive language, with concrete examples of the language
features: Kevin Rudd’'s emotive language and repetition; Emma Watson's human rights ethos,
use of statistics and rhetorical questions.

e Unusual choice of retelling an anecdote in body paragraph three.
e Shows outcomes of persuasion.
Structure of response (organising the answer)
® |ntroduction links clearly to the question and previews the main thrust of the essay.

e Fantastic cohesion; solid paragraph structure with topic sentences, evidence, analysis, and
concluding sentences (especially the second body paragraph).

Language use
e This response contains precise literary terms, such as anaphora and epistrophe.

e There are infrequent language errors such as wrong words (“unconfrontibly”) and lack of subject-
verb agreement (“which was his final predicaments”).

Room for improvement
e Saying “In this essay” is satisfactory in a preview sentence, but lacks flair.

e Avoid use of the first person in a formal essay.



Q26 THIRD STUDENT SAMPLE

People eommtirica communicate using languages mainly in two ways, through writing and
speaking No mafter what forms of communication is used, #retrean language can be viewr a double
edged sword, whie it can destroy dreams, it also has the ability o ias grow seeds of inspiration and
persuade people these When used widely by peepte leaders such as Martin Luther King Junior,
Chimamanda Ngozi Adiekeia Adichie and Michelle Obama, it can move mountains and influence people
fo achieve unfathomable great feafs By tising wrifing and speaking persuasively, we—have we
acquire the power to esmmand inspire crowds o do the+ the right thing

Persuasive writing and speaking has the power to rally people to fight social injustice. In
thorough inspection of Martin Luther King dtirir Junior’s | have a dream speech, we-asseethe it
is apparent that he has used a few persuasive devices such as inclusive language when he said “We
will not be satisfied as long as chidren are stopped of their e self-hood, robbed of their dignify by
signs saying “for whites only” The usage of we implies that this is a responsibility every cifizen bears
and not just the negros. It fels The audience that efthetgh This is a cause that can only be achieve
with evergene™s everyone’s support and achieve participation. He also used emofive language when
he used the words adjectives of stripped and robbed This i triggers area feelings of unjust on
the audience fowards the injustice faced by negro children and compels Them fo stand up for the
cause. Social Injustice has get to be achieved during his time, but he befived believed semer someday
it would be find true enough, fi-was it was achieved when the negro people were allowed to vote
and Barack Obama became the president of the United Sates.

Pers—A Persuasive writing and speaking etse has the ability o raise awareressof society’s
awareness regarding The imporfance of education This is achieved by the First lady of the United
States, Michelle Obama. She delivered a speeek speech af the Fetee Mulberry School, London Titled
Let Girls Learn and it opened the eyes of many regarding education for girls. Michelle Obama used
anecdotes when-she of the handships she went went through Having lived on a small apartment,
with it was difficult To concentrafe on her school work with famiy members falking and watching
felevision Her-rrthe-she-ha Michelle Obama had to wake up dart during the late hours of the night in
order To complefe her sehoetas schoolwork. Bytst Through using the persuasive device of emotive
language, she shared the story of how egirta Maldla Yetisofay Yusafzai was assattted+o assaulted
for merely Trying To educate herself Hhe Michelle Obama has presented these strom strong points
in order to remind the audience that there are many seke girls out there who share the same sfory
and all xeeex of them should be given equal oppor funity fo step into e-eassreerm a classroom because
al of them have the the xxxxx to be successful members members of society

Persuasive writing and speaking can also influence people fo stpp support feminism.
Chimamanda Ngozi Adichie kas presenfed a powerful speech - We should all be feminists. In her
speech, she uses xxxxx anecdotes such as her experience of not being able to become a class
monifor because she was a female Fhere Through the story, The audience witfeetangrt feels
angry eve-towards due To her feacher’s choice on picking a class monifor. The selection process



should include aspects of leadership abilities and pe academic per formance instead of gender. Her
speech sends—a sends a message fo the audience say saying that these issues xxex exist on
society foday and to curb it is to grew-starts start seeing two genders sitting on e-seate different
sides of a spectrum ef-nsta instead of two opposing ideals.

In conclusion, persuasive writing and speaking can be used fo ek raise awareness, ehar
modift-went-s cause awareness to adopt a rew healthier mentality and lead greaf movements.
Outstanding individuals such as Martin Luther fing Junior, 6kt Michelle Obama and Chimamanda
Ngozi Adechie all believe #h that the power of words can betis change The world for the better,
and so should we.

COMMENTS

Response to question

e The candidate attempts to illustrate how people’s actions are influenced.

e Persuasive language techniques are given with examples, e.g. emotive language; anecdotes.
Structure of response (organising the answer)

e The Introduction mentions major figures to be discussed.

e Excellentinformation given regarding texts cited; the candidate gives some context of speeches,
although this is missing from the Martin Luther King example.

e Good conclusion restating main points and main examples.
Language use
e Titles of speeches must be correctly punctuated.
e QOccasionally clumsy expression (“feelings of unjust”).
Room for improvement
e Writing and speaking are both mentioned in the Introduction, but only speaking in the body.

e NB The use of the word "negroes” is inappropriate today even though it was used by Martin
Luther King. Students should understand not to use such terms when the candidate is writing
about the speech, although it would be acceptable in quotations from the speech.



e,

Compare and contrast: Reading &
Viewing Extended Response (Synthesis)

Q Read the responses to the same question.
Analyse how they are similar and how they differ.

Record your ideas on the following table.

. Synthesis of
Comprehension . . .
. information States own view
Paper and explanation of . . . Refers to all texts
. . with supporting with support
main points .
evidence

Discuss which you think is the best response with your fellow students, using examples from your table
to support your opinions.




\

Compare and contrast:
Extended Writing

> Read the responses to the same question.

Analyse how they are similar and how they differ.

Record your ideas on the following table.

Paper

Content:
addresses task
with evidence

Text type and
text cohesion

Grammar and
punctuation

Vocabulary

Spelling

1.

Discuss which you think is the best response with your fellow students, using examples from your table

to support your opinions.
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