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Close Reading: Drama








Actions


Construct character


Establish and develop conflict


Act symbolically


Entertain


Convey ideology








Sound


Establish context


Act symbolically


Convey atmosphere/mood





Sets/Props/Lighting


Establish context- time and place


Convey ideas about class/race/gender


Act symbolically


Convey ideology


Foreshadow





Costume


Construct character


Establish context- time and place


Convey ideas about class/race/gender/religion


Act symbolically


Constructs representations and archetypes





Dialogue


Construct character


Convey context


Convey plot


Establish and develop conflict


Entertain- shock, humour and aggrieve


Act discursively- convey ideology and construct representations








Functions of Drama Elements





Genres


Tragedy


Comedy


Social Commentary


Historical


Farce


Parody





Movements


Shakespearean


Neo-classical


Melodrama


Naturalism- Realism


Absurdist








